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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYORS’ Committee of the R.I.C.S. 
have decided to invite, through the professional and technical 
journals, suggestions for the improvement of the Standard 
Method of Measurement. p. 595 


THE MINISTER OF MATERIALS has issued an Open 
General Licence which has the effect of freeing all plywood 
from Acquisition Licence and Consumption Licence. p. 597 


SOME SUGGESTIONS for the more rapid completion of 
houses is made in Circular 42/1952 issued by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government to local authorities. p. 601 








BUILDING LICENSING: THE END 


IN SIGHT? 


"THOSE who believe that the time has arrived when the 

Government should relax, if not completely abandon 
the building licensing system have. noted with lively interest 
two recent speeches by Mr. David Eccles, the Minister of 
Works. Both those speeches, one at Chippenham on March 14, 
and the other to the Building Ma‘:rials Producers on 
March 25, deserve close scrutiny in view of the strong impres- 
sion they give that it is the Minister’s intention in the very 
near future to decontrol building. 

However disliked the system of building licensing may have 
been, no one seriously disputes the fact that in time of 
emergency Government building must come first and, as a 
natural corollary, that some form of control over the disposi- 
tion of labour and materials is necessary. Yet controls, even 
in such circumstances, have serious drawbacks. As Mr. 
Eccles summed it up: ‘“ Men so easily become accustomed 
to controls, and after a time forget what freedom was like. 
Indeed, the whole system of building licensing does more 
than slow up work ; it puts temptation in our way and has 
strained human nature; it means that the Ministry has to 
employ building policemen in the form of licensing officers 
and inspectors. .In short, while licences may be essential 
for Government policy, they are without doubt bad for the — 
citizens’ character. It is, therefore, a good thing constantly to 
study the possibilities of easing or removing these controls*.” 

Controls having their origins in shortage, it follows that 
before building can become licence-free, demand and supply 
must be brought into equilibrium. The question Mr. Eccles 
must now be asking himself is: Has this balance yet been 
achieved ? 

The answer to this question would be “ no,” if considered 
solely in terms of unfettered demand. The calls of rearma- 
ment, of education and of industry, let alone housing, are 
such as normally will keep the building industry for a genera- 
tion or more at full stretch. Materials and labour available 
would be the only limiting factors. The times are not normal, 
however, and two factors not usually present are additionally 
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to be taken into account: first, the cost of building (which 
is bound up with under-productivity), and second, the 
sobering effect on industry of Mr. Butler’s budgetary proposals. 
As Mr. Eccles has put it: “ The Gdvernment’s policy of 
stiffer interest rates is an essential weapon in the campaign 
against inflation. Dearer money: will add to the costs of the 
building industry, but the burden brings its own reward, 
for when there is an end to inflation it will soon be possible 
to make a bonfire of licensing for all but the big jobst” 

Already there is evidence that Mr. Butler’s policy is taking 
effect. For the first time since 1939 reports reach us of licences 
not being taken up when offered, not only for private houses 
but particularly for commercial and industrial buildings. 
Construction for export is especially affected, since the 
reciprocal action of Australia and South Africa in restricting 
imports has had a chilling effect upon producers for overseas 
markets. Moreover, the end of the rise in building costs 
has not yet been reached. 

In short, the scales of building demand and supply are 
rapidly balancing themselves, and it is impossible to draw 
any deduction from the Minister of Works’ speeches other 
than that the end of licensing is in sight, a deduction which 
Mr. Eccles’ preliminary step of decontrolling the main building 
materials only confirms. The questions remain: How far 
can Mr. Eccles go in freeing building, and when ? 

We should be surprised if the Minister can lift all controls 
at once. Certain classes of building, particularly those of 
defence and housing, must be protected as to labour and 
materials. Nor, we would think, could non-essential schemes, 
costly in material and man-hours, be freed for the present. 
We should expect rather to see controls raised in several lifts; 
for example, such classes of building as for maintenance, 
agriculture and industry might be de-restricted in entirety. 
Again, the Minister might well consider increasing the free 
limit for building from its present figure of £100 in each six 
months to a really substantial level. There are obviously a 
number of ways at the Minister’s disposal by which immediate 
relief can be granted pending the complete removal of licensing 
control. 

The timing of any such action is obviously vital. The 
increased productivity by the brick and cement manufac- 
turers is a welcome and valuable aid, and here there can be 
no doubt that Mr. Eccles’ policy of expansion is already 
having a beneficial effect. Timber stocks, too, are better than 
for some time. Yet, to subject the materials producers to 
fresh unrestricted demands at the beginning of the building 
season would be most unwise. On the other hand, building 
owners and their architects require some period of notice, of 
the order of six months, before they can bring schemes to 
tendering stage. 

Taking all the factors into account, it seems not unreason- 
able to expect that Mr. Eccles may in the near future give 
notice of his intention substantially to remove official control 
over building, and that this most welcome change may take 
effect, under the shelter of Mr. Butler’s Budget, in the 
autumn of this year. 


THE APPLICATION OF RESEARCH 


WE published last week the fourth and final article of a 

series by Mr. Dex Harrison on research applied to current 
building. In these articles Mr. Harrison has described 
the latest developments in the techniques relating to steel, 
reinforced concrete, timber and certain other structural 
materials. The emphasis laid by Mr. Harrison on materials 
is sound, for the major problem confronting the building 
industry in this country is the shortage of materials and the 
high cost of substitutes. Mr. Harrison has succeeded in 
conveying a remarkable amount of information on new 
developments in the economical use of materials ; even more 
important perhaps, his comments provide a good deal of 
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food for thought on the proper application of these new 
developments. 

In addition to their value to individual architects and 
others, these articles serve a useful purpose in once again 
focusing attention on the crucial problem of research and 
information services in the building industry, or rather the 
lack of them. The architect or engineer who, having read 
(say) Mr. Harrison’s articles, wishes to obtain further informa- 
tion may well be puzzled as to where toturn. The technical 
papers are, of course, a veritable mine of information, but the 
average practitioner will hardly have kept the sort of index 
to these papers which will enable him readily to turn up 
what he wants ; moreover there will be times when he must 
seek information elsewhere. The trade and development 
associations, again, do a useful job of work within their 
respective spheres, but those spheres are naturally limited 
in scope. Again, too, there is the Building Research Station, 
but its approach is rather different from that of industry and 
is not always suited to the needs of the individual architect 
or builder. 

What is wanted is a central clearing house maintained by 
the building industry itself and capable either of directing 
the inquirer to the appropriate source of information or itself 
giving an independent and authoritative opinion. Such an 
organisation would in no way rival the technical journals and 
the existing research and development organisations ; on the 
contrary, it would provide a means whereby the information 
available from these sources would be more widely dis- 
seminated throughout the industry. 

The lack of such an organisation is a major handicap to 
technical progress in the industry and a serious brake on the 
building’ programme. In addition to the obvious service it 
could render to individual architects and building firms, it 
would also provide the basic information which the national 
representatives of the building industry have sometimes lacked 
in their discussions with Government. Provided with such 
information the building industry could probably have put 
forward constructive proposals to the Government on the 
building programme ; as it is, the industry has been quite 
unable to put forward such proposals, and the result over the 
past thirty years has been a series of crises and sudden 
reversals of policy. ! 

Materials rather than labour are likely to remain the major 
problem of the building industry in this country for some 
years ahead, and it is therefore essential that research into 
their most efficient use should be intensified. It would 
certainly be desirable for the building industry to play its 
part in undertaking such research rather than to leave it 
entirely to the Building Research Station and similar bodies. 
But, as Mr. Harrison’s articles clearly show, the proper and 
more general application of recent technical developments 
would go a very long way towards easing the current shortages. 
By the proper application of new technical development we 
mean primarily the adoption of a more balanced policy by the 
Government Departments concerned. Since the outbreak 
of war, timber imports have been drastically cut; this was 
doubtless inevitable during the war because of shipping 
difficulties, but the same policy has since been followed in 
order to conserve foreign exchange. ‘To-day there is a grow- 
ing awareness that this is probably a false economy. On the 
other hand, it would be no solution for the industry suddenly 
to concentrate on designing in timber; as Mr. Harrison 
emphasised in his opening article, a balanced use of all the 
available materials must be our aim. Put another way, it 
is essential to realise that there is no one simple solution to 
the shortage of materials ;.in view of the predilection of some 
experts for simple, neat solutions, the industry would have 
done well to stress this point in its discussions with Govern- 
ment Departments. 

It is hardly necessary perhaps to emphasise the equally 
important point that these new technical developments should 
be applied as widely as possible. In the present structure 
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of the building industry, however, the full application of new 
developments tends to be slower than it might otherwise be. 
This being so, a central information and inquiry service is 
even more desirable. 

Such a service, already begun in a small way by the London 
Master Builders’ Association, would, if expanded, be of 
inestimable value to the industry. Its cost need not be great, 
certainly in the initial stages. Sooner or later, it would 
probably be found desirable for such an organisation either 
to undertake or to sponsor new researches into immediate 
problems, leaving longer-term research to the Building 
Research Station and private research associations. But the pri- 
mary need is for what we have already referred to as a “ clearing 
house ” for information. The sooner it’ is set up the better 
for the industry and for the public which the industry serves. 


MAXIMUM SELLING PRICE OF 
NEW HOUSES 


‘THE prescribing of a maximum selling price of a house 

built under licence is provided for in the Building 
Materials and Housing Act, 1945, and the Housing Act, 
1949, and the licensing authority attach to a licence the 
maximum selling price and maximum rent above which the 
house may not be sold or let. This limitation will remain in 
force until December 20, 1953, under present law. 

There does not appear to be uniformity among authorities 
in the method of fixing the selling price, due, apparently, to 
varying opinions as to the items of expenditure to be taken: 
into account. The Ministry of Health have given guidance 
to authorities in this connection and in Circular 108/48 
said that the selling price should be the all-in freehold figure, 
and later added that the price should take into account cost 
of building, cost of roads and sewers, restricted land value 
and development charge. The form of application for a 
building licence for a new house (CL1136B) requires particu- 
lars of the value of the land as well as the items in respect of 
cost of building, roads and sewers. The Act of 1945, in 
Section 9(4) enacts that any yard, garden, outhouse and 
appurtenances usually enjoyed with the house shall be deemed 
to form part of the house. This provision, coupled with the 
Ministry’s guidance, should make clear the method of 
computing selling price. The normal vendor would take 
into account every item of expenditure in connection with his 
property, including fees and other.expenses, and there is no 
reason to adopt any other method. To do so may mean that 
an owner who, due to circumstances, is compelléd to sell 
would incur a loss. 

The Housing Act of 1949 provides in Section 43 (5) that 
where subsequent additions to a house built under licence 
have been authorised, the authority may increase the per- 
mitted selling price. Although this appears in the Act as a 
discretionary power, such a discretion should be exercised 
so as not to be detrimental to the owner of property. 

Unless the selling price is based on all items of expenditure 
in connection ‘with the property, the amount of a loan from a 
Building Society may be affected, as such loans are based on 
the selling price fixed by the authority. The loan may 
therefore be less than it would be in normal circumstances. 
The omission of fees and expenses from the calculation would 
adversely affect a borrower. 

A consideration of the provisions of the Acts and the 
Ministry’s guidance should leave no doubt in the minds of 
authorities as to the basis of their computation, and the pro- 
vision in the 1945 Act that appurtenances usually enjoyed 
with the house are deemed to be part of the house give a 
wide discretion which ought to be exercised in favour of an 
owner. The legislature in controlling the sale price of a 
new house could not have intended that the owner should 
suffer a loss, and the authorities in the exercise of their powers 
and discretion should avoid contributing to such result. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


‘A WISE CIRCULAR 


6 kaa smooth progress of housing con- 
tracts should be greatly aided if all 
local housing authorities will take heed 
of the advice tendered by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government in Cir- 
cular 42, 1952, issued last week and 
reprinted in full in this issue. Recom- 
mendations include the use of the 
R.I.B.A. Form of -Contract (without 
Amendments) ; a system of prompt in- 
terim payments within the terms of that 
contract ; the relation of retention money 
to the completion of individual houses 
and the payment of three-quarters of the 
retention money on practical completion 
of individual houses or groups of houses ; 
exclusion from retention money of in- 
creased costs under the fluctuations 
clause ; non-insistence in certain  cir- 
cumstances on bills of quantities ; and 
the empowering of an authority’s archi- 
tect to allow the use of substitute materials 
where delay would otherwise occur. 
These wise provisions should do much, 
if put into general use, to speed up the 
completion of houses and bring down their 
cost. 


LONDON’S NEW PROMENADE 


THe LonpoN County COUNCIL 
presented a welcome Easter Egg to 
Londoners on Thursday, April 10, when 
Mr. I. J. Hayward, leader of the Council, 
opened the South Bank riverside 
promenade to the public. The promenade, 
together with the terrace in front of 
County Hall, is nearly half a mile long 
and links Westminster and Waterloo 
Bridges. 

Except during the Festival of Britain, 
this stretch of river bank has not been 
accessible to the public, and by the end of 
the war had become an area of blitzed 
and dilapidated buildings with a ragged 
fringe of wharves and _ sheds. The 
Council’s scheme has been made possible 
by the construction of the new river wall 
which reclaimed 44 acres from the river 
bed. 


THE SOUTH BANK SCENE 


FROM POINTS’ OF VANTAGE along the 
promenade it is possible not only to enjoy 
the scene up and down the river and 
across to the Houses of Parliament, St. 
Paul’s Cathedral and other buildings on 
the north bank, but also to see the continu- 
ing work of demolition, which is going well 
and up to schedule, and the preparation 
of the gardens. Seats are plentiful. 
The cantilevered viewing platforms in 
front of the Royal Festival Hall are 
accessible and for the time being it is 
again possible to walk by the Skylon. 
It may be necessary to close parts of the 
promenade from time to time as progress 
of work demands, but every effort is to 
be made to preserve a_ continuous 
thoroughfare. As the work of demolition 
and garden layout proceeds the promenade 
will be widened to the fullest practicable 
extent. 

Access to the promenade is by way of 
the terrace in front of County Hall; 
by Hungerford footbridge ; by the steps 
eading down from Waterloo bridge ; 


. Instruments,” by Mr. E. C. Klepp. 
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and from York-road via Chicheley-street 
and via Sutton-walk and the paved area 
round the Royal Festival Hall and past 
the shot tower. 


CONWAY BRIDGE 


IT 1s perhaps unfortunate but inevitable 
that many fine specimens of architecture 
which have outlived their usefulness must 
fall in. the path of progress. One such 
structure threatened with destruction is 
the Conway Bridge which is situated on 
the main trunk road A.55 linking Flint, 
Denbigh, Cheshire and Lancashire with 
Caernarvon and Anglesey. Built to the 
design of Thomas Telford, the bridge was 
completed in 1826 and was the pride of 
the people of Conway. 

The volume of traffic which to-day use 
the A.55, however, is so great that the 
bridge is neither strong enough nor wide 
enough to carry it, and the Minister of 
Transport is being strongly urged, by the 
the British Road Federation in particular, 
to scrap it and erect a new bridge for which 
plans have already been prepared. The 
estimated cost of the work is £500,000, 
a sum which the Minister considers is 
more than he can spare from the limited 
resources at his disposal. 

The B:R.F. have put forward their 
argument in favour of replacing the old 
Telford bridge in a leaflet entitled “‘ Con- 
way Bridge.” ‘They have undoubtedly 
a strong case, and it can only be a matter 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, APRIL 21 


I.C.S.—An address on rating entitled ‘‘ The 
prities of Tone,” by Mr. Michael Rowe, C.B.E., 
oe » M.A., LL. B. 12, Great George-street, S.W. 1 


m. 
CCLESIOLOGICAL Society.— The Work of the 
Central Council tong the Care of Churches,” by Dr. 
Francis C. Eel O.B.E., D.Litt., F.S.A.(Scot.). 
ee ieekisen Inftitute, Lambeth-road, S.E.1 

p.m. 

ASSOCIATION OF RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SuR- 
VEYORS.—Opening of two-day annual conference. 
Town Hall, Margate. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 22 

R.1.B.A.—* British Standards and the Architect,” 
by Messrs. E. D. Mills, F.R.I.B.A., P. Cutbush, 
A.R.L.B.A., G. Watson, B.Sc. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1l. 6 p.m. 

BRACKNELL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.—Exhibition 
of Draft Master Plan of Bracknell New Town. British 
Legion Hall, Rochdale-road, Bracknell. (10 a.m. to 
8 p.m. daily. Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6.30 ppm, Sunday, 
12 noon to 6 pm.) Remaining open until April 27. 

L:M.B.A. (SOUTHERN AREA).—Area luncheon at 
which the president, Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, will 
be present. Cafe Royal, North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 

.M.B.A. GOLFING SociETy.—Spring meeting. 
Berkshire Golf course. 

ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE.—Opening of Health 
Congress. Winter Gardens, Margate. ll a.m. Con- 
tinuing until April 25. 

INSTITUTE OF FuEL.—‘“‘ Recent Developments in 
Institution of 


Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s-gate, “w. 1. 5.30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 


INSTITUTE OF FuEL.—Annual corporate meeting 
followed by president’s address. Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s-gate,S.W.1. 4.30 p.m. 

BriTIsH COLOUR COUNCIL.—A.G M. 13, Portman- 
2.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 


INSTITUTE OF FUEL.—Annual luncheon at which Sir 
John Hacking will be principal guest. Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen-street, W.C.2. 1 p.m. 

PuysicaL Society (Acoustics Group).— Recent 
Investigations in Architectural Acoustics and Electro- 
Acoustics,” by Professor Erwin Meyor, 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 5 p.m. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
‘INstrruTE OF WELDING.—Spring Meeting. Institu- 
tion of Engineers and Shipbuilders of Scotland, 39, 
Elmbank-crescent, Glasgow, C.2. 10 a.m. Continu- 
ing on April 26. 
SATURDAY, APRIL 26 

INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED 
CARPENTERS (N.W.{SECTION).—Annual dinner and dance, 
Reece’s Restaurant, Liverpool. 6.15 p.m. 


square, W.1. 
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““Tve been getting it ready for some 
time, and just as soon as they scrap 
the tramways... .” 





of time before steps are taken to get rid of 
what no one can deny is a deplorable 
traffic ‘‘ bottleneck.” 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Francis W. B. YorKE, F.R.I.B.A., and H. M. 
BarRKER, L.R.I.B.A., announce that the new address of 
their Birmingham office is 191, amet een 
Birmingham, 4. ‘Tel.: Central 6901 

Mr, James A, RoBERTs, ARLBA., chartered archi- 
tect, informs us that from May 1, he is opening a new 
office at 61, Sandon-road, Edgbaston, Birmingham, 17, 
where he will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. 

Mr. ANTHONY J. ROBINSON, quantity surveyor - 
announces that his practice will in future be carried on, 
in the style of A. Robinson and Co., at the same 
London address of 120, Baker-street, W.1. The 
Eastbourne office has been closed but a new office has 
been opened at 503, High Road, Wembley (Tel. : 
Wembley 3017/8) acting in association with Messrs. 
McGlashan and Co., chartered surveyors. 

Mr. JoHN F. G. Mack, A.I.A.S., building and 

quantity surveyor, has opened new offices at 7 8, Fulham 
Palace-road, W.6, and will be pleased to receive trade 
catalogues, etc. Tel. : Riverside 1152. 

Messrs. TAYLOR & SMITH AND HocG & Kkgay, 
quantity surveyors of 3, New Square, Lincolns Inn, 
W.C.2, have announced the retirement of Mr. CHARLES 
H. TAYLOR, F.LA.S., F.1.Arb., from the partnership 
as from March 31. The practice will continue under 
the same names at the same address as heretofore, and 
under the partnership of Messrs. GEOFFREY H. SMITH, 
F.R.LC.S., and HaroLp S. SHEARS, A.R.I.C.S. Mr. 
TAYLOR will retain his association with his personal 
clients and will practice under his own name at 54, 
Victoria-street, Westminster, S.W.1 (Tel.: Victoria 
5418) 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, April 17, 1852 


A Va uaBLeE Brick.—A journeyman 
mason, lately employed on some repairs 
to a chimney in the Rue des Francs 
Bourgeois, Paris, while at work, broke 
up a brick which he found loose in the 
chimney, and, to his surprise, discovered 
that it was hollowed out, and contained a 
banknote for 500 francs. The workman 
honestly communicated the fact to his 
employer, who called to mind that he 
had written his uncle, at Amsterdam, for 
money, and had received nothing but the 
brick in question, which he indignantly 
threw into the chimney, and wrote to his 
uncle an angry letter, to which no answer 
had been given. In Holland, it seems, 
hollow bticks are made on purpose to 
send small sums of money, as making a 
more secure package than any other. 
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PRE-WAR HOUSING 


A Comparison with Present- 


Day Achievements 


By ARTHUR W. KENYON, 
CBE, FRIBA, MTPI . 


N view of the thought which is being 
given to sizes of houses to-day (and 
especially to the suggestions put for- 
ward in the 1952 Supplement to the 
Housing Manual 1949) it may be 
interesting and perhaps instructive to 
look back to what was being done 
before the war to see if there is anything 
to learn from them. Illustrated are 
house plans for which I was responsible 
over six sites in different parts of the 
country, but no doubt many architects 
would be able to produce other types 
for comparison. 


PLACING OF FITTINGS 


In reviewing these in a broad way I 
would say that more care is given to-day 
in the placing of fittings and fixtures 
and the positioning of beds, and 
therefore that planning -generally in 
this respect is better. In the external 
appearance I would say that housing 
before the war was more in the English 
cottage tradition with steeper roofs and 
a varied eaves line obtained by the 
introduction of dormers, compared 
with the tendency to-day to produce a 
monotonous eaves line with a flat 
pitched roof with large window areas 
and with, unfortunately, poorer 
materials in both walls and roofs. 


Many of the plans shown have the 
bath and w.c. on the ground floor 
which gives a saving in plumbing and 
leaves freer planning of the first floor, 
resulting in less landing space. There 
are obvious disadvantages in the ground- 
floor bathroom in that it is further 
removed from the bedrooms, but it 
has advantages in that the w.c. is on 


the ground floor and, therefore, more. 


accessible for children in the daytime, 
avoiding constant running up and down 
stairs, and the bathroom can be used 
for laundry purposes as suggested in the 
Ministry publication ‘‘ Living in Flats.” 
It seems to me well worthy of renewed 
consideration in order to cheapen and 
perhaps reduce the area of the house. 


It will be noted that the bathroom 
and w.c. are generally combined, which 
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SMALL DETACHED HOUSES BUILT FQR SALE, WELWYN GARDEN CITY 


A. Living-room and kitchen and bathroom on the ground floor, leaving the 1st floor for 
bedrooms.only. One large bedroom with 2nd and 3rd bedrooms smaller than Manual sizes— 
but with an aggregate size larger than Manual. Area : 8745q. ft.including bay and porch. 
Ground floor height, 7 ft. 6 in. Height to eaves, 11 ft. 


B. Considerably smaller in floor area than A, with LR and K on ground floor and 3 
bedrooms and bathroom on 1st floor. Bedroom sizes consequently smaller. 3rd bedroom is only 
60 sq. ft., but being square appears adequate for single bed. 2nd bedroom at 98 sq. ft. will take 
two single beds. Area: 757 sq. ft., including bay. Floor heights, 8 ft. 


C. Alarger and wide-frontage house with LR, DRand K on ground floor and with aggregate 
space for bedrooms more than Manual, but 2nd bedroom only 93 sq. ft. and obviously not 
suitable for 2 single beds, but would take 1 double bed. Bath and w.c. again are on the ground 
floor. Area: 936 sq. ft., including bay. Floors 8ft. high. 
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TERRACE HOUSES TO LET MOATWOOD 


D. These are rented houses. Passage hall is omitted, small total area giving a good living- 
room and parlour and a reasonable kitchen. 2nd and 3rd bedrooms are small. Bathroom with 
w.c. is small. Area: 788 sq. ft. 


E. A narrow frontage house of 2 bedrooms but a very convenient house with 2 good 
bedrooms and bathroom on ist floor. Area: 660 sq. ft. ; 


F. Small 3-bedroom house with good LR ; good K ; bathroom and w.c. on the ground 
floor. 1 good bedroom and 2 small ones, each suitable for 1 bed. The fireplace in ist bedroom 
spciis the room for placing the beds. Area: 730 sq. ft. 
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is a saving in space and cost and is 
universal in most other countries. 


FIREPLACES AND FITTINGS 


The pre-war house did not provide a 
dining space, but either gave a living- 
room with a large kitchen or living-room 
parlour and small kitchen. Many of the 
houses had fireplaces in the bedrooms 
and these obviously interfere with the 
placing of beds; in other words, fire- 
places take up a considerable floor 
space, and the present elimination of 
these is a definite saving in cost and 
simplifies planning; fitted wardrobes 
were not included. It is perhaps a:pity 
that we are having to discard these 
wardrobes in present-day planning, but 
people still seem to prefer to buy their’ 
own as a part of the bedroom suite. 

Bedroom sizes were: dictated by 
planning rather than by given areas as 
now applying. This, in the main, I 
think, was a good thing as it simplified 
planning. It is interesting to see that 
the first bedroom was generally large, 
whereas the two smaller bedrooms were 
smaller than those now adopted. 












































Some of the plans show a direct TERRACE HOUSES TO LET, MOATWOOD 
eritrance to the living-room through a ° ; ; : 
lobby without a hall, making the living- G. Narrow frontage house, with LR, K and 3 bedrooms. Fireplace in LR badly placed; 


. fal eice ‘ 
room a passage to get upstairs or to the bedroom No. 2 is likewise spoilt. Area 782 sq. ft. Bathroom and w.c. on ground floor. 


kitchen. ; H. 4-bedroom house—LR, DR and K. Bedrooms being small, it becomes a 6-person house. 
SMALLER HOUSES Fireplaces in such small bedrooms take up a lot of valuable space. Area 937 sq. ft. 


: : COUNCIL TERRACE HOUSE, WEYBRIDGE. 
We are still very much in the dark as 


. ; J. Passage hall omitted, LR becoming the passage room, similar in principle to the sug- 
to what people require to-day as, owing gestions in Group IV of ‘“‘Houses 1952”. This house consists of a LR and K with bath and 
to the fact that people are so anxious w.c. on ground floor, leaving the upper floor for bedrooms only, 2nd bedroom is not convenient 
to get a house, they are no longer dis- for z beds. Area: 709 sq. ft. 
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COUNCIL TERRACE HOUSES, WEYBRIDGE 


K. Ai larger house with parlour, LR and K on ground floor, again without a passage hall ; w.c. on ground floor, bathroom on 1st floor. 
3 good-sized bedrooms, but bedroom No. 2 spoilt by fireplace and therefore taking conveniently only double bed. Area 864 sq. ft. 


L. Small 3-bedroom wide-frontage house with LR, hall and K, with bathroom and w.c. on ground floor. 2nd bedroom suitable for a double 
bed, but very cramped for 2 single beds. Area: 720 sq. ft. 


M. Wide frontage house with LR, parlour, hall and K, and 3 bedrooms and bathroom on 1st floor. Three very good bedrooms of almost 
equal size, greater in area than Manual. Again the fireplaces interfere with the position of the beds. Area: 875 sq. ft. 
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TERRACE HOUSES TO LET, BANSTEAD 
N. Bath and separate w.c. on ground floor. Large LR and K, 3 large bedrooms. This 
house is larger than to-day’s requirements. Area 965 sq. ft. 


O (left). Large LR and large K with bathroom and w.c. on ground floor. There are 3 
good bedrooms, in the aggregate more than 1949 Manual. Area: 855 sq. ft. 


O (right). LR and K, with bathroom on the ground floor and three bedrooms on ist floor. 
2nd bedroom not good for 2 beds. Area: 855 sq. ft. 


ie F 











WAR TIME TERRACE HOUSING 


These were all larger than pre-war and are very much up to post-war standard for sizes. 
They are all parlour houses with orthodox planning, and with bathroom and w.c. on 1st floor. 


P. 3-bedroom. Area: 924 sq. ft. (including bay of 12 sq. ft.). 
Q. 3-bedroom. Area: 925 sq. ft. (including bay of 12 sq. ft.). 
R. 3-bedroom. Area: 976 sq. ft. (including bay of 12 sq. ft.). 












April 18 1952 


criminating. Before the war, however, 
they were, and that is one reason why it 
is interesting to see what was being 
accepted then. Generally the houses 
were smaller. Is there still a place for 
some smaller houses? 


I repeat again that I think the post- 
war houses are better thought out than 
the pre-war types, and if we were not so 
worried about the ever-increasing costs 
we should not be considering the 
minimum size of the house. At the 
moment, however, we are worried 
about costs: therefore can we learn 
anything from pre-war standards, and is 
there a case for a proportion of smaller 
three-bedroom five-person houses? 


GROUND-FLOOR BATHROOMS 


I have analysed the two-bedroom 
house, although I have only illustrated 
one type. Generally the simple type is 
with the bath and w.c. on the ground floor 
and two bedrooms on the first floor, and 
I feel that this could be further explored 
in the work we are doingto-day. Ihave 
not attempted to analyse working-class 
flats, although it might be interesting to 
do so as I think an advance has been 
made. 


THE EFFECT OF 
ADMINISTRATION ON COSTS 


It is difficult to analyse the reason for 
the difference in speed of erection 
before the war with what is happening 
to-day. ‘The smaller house would, of 
course, make a little difference; the 
plumbing on the ground floor would 
also help, but there were more fire- 
places and chimneys. The wooden 
ground floors were cheaper and quicker. 
Before the war a unit of 100 houses or 
more was completed in 10 to 12 
months ; this was quite normal. The 
houses were not taken over in small 
numbers as they are to-day, but when 
they were practically all completed. 
There would perhaps be only two or 
three months between completing the 
first and last house. It was customary 
to see the houses rising in a more 
methodical way with trades following 
each other in proper sequence. There 
was no massive overhead organisation 
on the job, and one foreman seemed to 
take the work in his stride. There were 
no progress charts ; materials were, of 
course, to hand and could be obtained 
when required, saving site storage and 
delays. There was no measuring as the 
work proceeded: because it was a fixed- 


‘ price contract priced on drawings and 


specification,. and there was not the 
same necessity for bills of quantities, 
as there were no fluctuation clauses and 
basic rates to worry about. Extras, if 
any, were usually balanced by odd 
savings, and the final account varied 
very little from the tender price. 


To-day we speak of productivity, 
progress charts, power tools and 
machinery, and quite rightly, although 
these were not evident before the war. 
Has housing become too complicated in 
its administration and execution and, 
if so, what effect has it had on costs? 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


BUILDING SOCIETIES’ LOANS 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—Your issue for April 4 contained 
a Note under the heading, ‘‘ Building 
Societies’ Loans,’’ in the course of which 


‘the writer said that it was difficult to see 


how building societies could justify raising 
their interest rates ‘‘on existing mort- 
gages for which they have already found 
the capital.”” This implied criticism was, 
I feel sure, based on a misunderstanding 
of the nature of the “‘ capital’ of a build- 
ing society and I should therefore like to 
explain, as fully as I can within the limits 
of a short letter, the reason for the recent 
dncreases made by some societies in the 
wate on existing mortgages. 


In addition to being lending institu- 
tions, building societies are also savings 
institutions ; the funds which they lend 
are provided from the savings of three 
‘million investors (mostly in small sums) 
which, being savings, must be withdraw- 
able on reasonable notice. The rates 
‘paid by a building society to all its investors 
(old and new) must bear a proper relation 
tto the general level of interest rates, as 
otherwise funds would be withdrawn for 
‘reinvestment elsewhere. Societies not only 
‘have to “‘ find” the capital but they have 
to keep it. The recent general rise in 
interest rates has made it necessary for 
building societies to raise the rates pay- 
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able to their investors and this has neces- 
sitated an increase in the rates charged to 
borrowers, though to some extent the 
increase to investors will be met from the 
slender margins on which societies work. 
It is true that building societies receive 
back every month some of the money they 
have advanced, but if they did not also 
attract and retain funds from investors, 
their house-purchase service would be 
seriously curtailed. 


Building societies have avoided increas- 
ing the rate to. borrowers so long as they 
could ; it was until recently one of the 
few costs which had not risen since 1946 
and even now it is only back to the pre- 
war figure. Moreover, any increase in 
the rate payable by present borrowers will 
not usually involve a larger monthly 
payment but will be met by a slight 
extension of the period of repayment. 


Finally, may I remind your readers that, 
when interest rates were falling between 
the two wars, building societies reduced 
the rates payable to investors and made 
ex gratia reductions to borrowers who were 
paying more than the rate then current ? 


Wo. W. WETHERILL, Chairman, 
The Building Societies Association. 
14, Park-street, W.1. 


e*eMr. Wetherill’s letter certainly clarifies the position 
in which the building societies are placed by the recent 
rise in interest rates, but it does little to help borrowers, 
particularly those who had taken up mortgages before 
the rise. Mr. Wetherill’s point that building societies 
made ex gratia reductions between the wars when interest 
rates fell is appreciated, but it does not explain why— 
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in a commercial transaction in which all the factors are 
known at the time the contract was made—existing 
contracts should be varied. r point remains—that 
borrowers under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Act 
have not found their scale of repayments disturbed by 
the new increase in interest rates, and as such are able 
to budget over a known period with confidence.—Eb. 


THE COST OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The question of the rising cost of 
building is of special interest to me, 
and having recently completed a chart 
showing the rise in cost of a particular 
type of building between December, 1939, 
and December, 1951, I find that the curve 
varies somewhat from the curve illustrated 
in your Chart A of February 22. 


To arrive at my conclusions I analysed 
in detail the labour and material contents 
of all items trade by trade in a priced 
Bill of Quantities, the tender being £20,150 
in 1939, and then applied carefully calcu- 
lated percentages to the labour and 
materials amounts at December of each 
of the relevant years. I have taken into 
account increases in wages, materials, 
National Health Insurance and also allowed 
for bonus schemes, guaranteed weekly 
payments, holidays with pay, payment in 
respect of public holidays, welfare and 
finally for the decrease in productivity of 
labour as stated in official publications. 


I feel that the main reason for the 
divergence is that whereas the curve in 
Chart A has apparently been based on a 
variety of buildings, mine is based on the 





a a 





New permanent facade for the British Industries Fair, Castle Bromwich, commissioned by the Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce. The architects are Messrs. Harry Weedon, FRIBA, and Partners. A special review of building and 
civil engineering exhibits will appear in our issue of May 2. The Fair opens on May 5. 


™~ 
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assumption that the same building is 
reproduced at various times. As, gener- 
ally speaking, no two buildings are similar 
in construction and are erected under 
varying conditions, I feel, with due 
respect, that the method I have set out 
leads to greater accuracy in reflecting the 
true rise in building costs. 

As your Chart A indicates that building 
costs at December, 1951, are three and a 
quarter times those of December, 1939, 
costs, and my findings indicate that they 
are just under two and three quarter times, 
I shall be pleased if you will invite com- 
ment from your contributors. 

W. G. WELSH. 

13, St. Mark’s-crescent, 

Regents Park, N.W.1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— With reference to the letter from 
Mr. R. H. Willis published in your 
issue of March 14, I should be interested 
to learn how he arrives at the figure of 
260 per cent. which he states is the rise in 
the price of lime over the 1939 level. 

The price of hydrated lime for building 
purposes in the South Midlands and 
south-eastern area of England (including 
the Greater London area) in 1939 was 
42s. 6d. per ton, including paper bags, 
delivered in full lorry loads to the con- 
sumer. ‘'To-day’s price is 113s. 6d. per 
ton, which represents an increase of 71s. 
per ton over the 1939 price. If my arith- 
metic is correct this means that the price 
of lime, so far as the area quoted above is 
concerned, has risen by 167 per cent., and 
not by 260 per cent.as suggested by Mr. 
Willis. 

R. L. Exe, Secretary, ' 
The Southern Lime Association. 
Hanover House, 
73 to 78, High Holborn, W.C.1. 


R.I.B.A. FORM AND 
RETENTION MONEY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I do not wish to join issue with 
Mr. M..F. Clift, A.R.I.C.S., upon 
the question of what ought to be the prac- 
tice in building contracts in the matter of 
limit of retention; I can only point out 
that the practice which he wishes to defend 
is not, and indeed never has been, the 
practice provided for in the R.I.B.A. 
Standard Form of Contract. Practice 
Note 29 does nothing more than call 
attention to this fact. : 

Clause 24 (c) of the R.I.B.A. Standard 
Form of Contract does not vary the 
practice laid down in earlier editions, 
although the wording is not quite the same. 
The 1909 Form provided for the payment 
of the Contractor “‘ at the rate of . . , per 


cent. of the value of work so executed in 


the building until the balance in hand 
amounts to the sum of after 
which time the instalment shall be up 
to the full value of the work subsequently 
executed.” The similar provision in the 
1931 Form reads : 

“The amounts to be retained as 
aforesaid shall be such percentage of 
the value of the work and materials. as 
aforesaid as is named in the Appendix— 
as ‘‘ Percentage of certified value re- 
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tained” and up to the amount named 
in the Appendix as “ Limit of Re- 
tention Fund ” (which in neither case 
shall exceed 10 per cent. of the contract 
sum) and upon reaching such limit or 
such reduced sum as provided by Clause 

15; and thereafter the full value of 

work and materials as aforesaid shall 

be certified by the Architect.” 

I should therefore like to assure your 
correspondent that in approving this 
Practice Note no party to the Joint Con- 
tracts Tribunal was actuated by the 
motives he suggests in the last paragraph 
of his letter, published in your issue of 
April 4. 

SYDNEY. TATCHELL, Chairman, 
Joint Contracts Tribunal. 


OPPORTUNITIES IN U.S.A. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Would any of your readers en- 
lighten me, an undecided young (26) 
contractor’s surveyor who has been given 
the opportunity of a month’s free stay in 
New York, U.S.A.; for the purpose of 
looking out for a job and eventually 
settling in the U.S.A. 


I have spent a total of nine years in the 
building industry, rising in stages to my 
present position of chief surveyor for a 
building firm engaged on _ large-scale 
housing and school contracts. Yet would 
my experience so far gained in this country 
be of help to me in obtaining a similar 
job in the U.S.A.? Are there the pros- 
pects and opportunities, were I fortunate 
enough to get a job, or would it be neces- 
sary for me to start from almost the 


. beginning—learning a new type of build- 


ing construction ? 

Perhaps those of your readers with a 
recent knowledge and insight of the 
building industry in the U.S.A. can help 
me to be “ forewarned.” 

“© MIGRATOR.” 


OBITUARY 
A. EDGAR BERESFORD, F.R.I.B.A. 


Architects will learn with deep-regret of 
the death of Mr. Arthur Edgar Beresford, 
F.R.I.B.A., which took place at 15, 
Eliot-gardens, Newquay, Cornwall, on 
Good Friday. He was 72. Beresford 
had devoted the greater part of his pro- 
fessional life to domestic architecture, 
since 1905 with the late M. H. Baillie 
Scott at Gray’s Inn-square. ‘Together 
they designed a number of architectural 
gems in the form of smaller country houses 
—at Windermere, Sunningdale, Gerrards 
Cross, as well as abroad. After Baillie 
Scott’s death, Beresford carried on the 
practice, largely from Cornwall where he 
had interested himself in the Cornish 
Unit house. <A delightful companion and 
a sensitive artist—qualities which he 
shared with his partner and master— 
Edgar Beresford leaves the architec- 
tural world the poorer by his death. Our 
sympathy is extended to his widow. 


ALFRED BURR, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to record the death at Totter- 
idge, on April 10, of Mr. Alfred Burr, 
F.R.I.B.A., at the age of 96. Educated at 
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University College School, Mr. Burr 
served his articles with the late T. Taylor- 
Smith and in his 23rd year set up on his 
own account. He soon built up a con- 
siderable practice, for the most part 
commercial in character but also including 
a number of houses and the London 
offices for the State of Victoria in Mel- 
bourne-place, Aldwych, and British Col- 
umbia House, Regent-street. He restored 
Dr. Johnson’s house in Gough-square, 
and modernised the Ranelagh Club 
premises. For many years, the practice 
has been carried on by his son, Mr. 
Vincent Burr, P.-P. Inst. R.A., L.R.I.B.A. 


EDRIC NEEL, M.A, F.R.I.B.A. 


We much regret to record the death, 
which took place in Bournemouth 
on April 8, of Mr. Edric Neel, 
M.A.(Cantab.), F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 
founder of the architectural firm of 
Arcon. He was 37. 

Educated at Westminster School and 
Magdalene College, Cambridge, George 
Edric Neel spent some years in private 
practice, and later on the development 
side of the Cement and Concrete Associa- 
tion before setting up the firm of Arcon 
in partnership with Mr. Rodney Thomas 
and Mr. Raglan Squire, Mr. A. M. Gear 
joining them later. A lively mind and an 
instinct for industrial processes led Neel 
in 1944 to investigate the possibilities of 
prefabrication for housing. Appreciating 
that the key lay in the availability of 
materials, Neel and his partners brought 
together the products of a number of 
industrial firms and produced the Arcon 
temporary house—one of the most suc- 
cessful as well as the best-looking of the 
séveral types which together made up the 
post-war temporary house programme. ~ 
When this programme ended, Neel turned 
his attention to designs for housing for 
colonial and tropical use. 

The firm carried out a good deal of 
work in the past eight years, and although 
Neel did not act as designer, he contri- 
buted to everything incisiveness of thought 
and reason. He had known for long that 
his health might break down, and this 
probably was responsible for a certain 
austere, even brusque manner in his 
relations with others. Behind this lay the 
kindest of natures, and a wide circle of 
friends will join in expressing sympathy 
for his widow and young children. 


H. H,. HOLLELY 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
Henry Herbert Hollely, founder and 
chairman of the Fairfield Paint Co., Ltd., 
on April 13. He was 81 years of age. 
Cremation will be on Monday, April 21, 
at the City of London Crematorium, 
Manor Park, London, E.12, at 12 o’clock. 


N.C.B. ARCHITECTS 


Mr. J. C. Spooner, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.R.I.C.S., has been appointed divisional 
architect to the northern division of the 
National Coal Board. The northern and 
Durham divisions were originally com- 
bined, the -chief architect then being 
Me,” ‘R...° Wood,:'T.D.,”. AR EBAS 
F.R.I.C.S. Mr. Wood is now architect 
to the Durham division. 
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View of hostel from north-east. 


ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICERS’ RESIDENCE, HILLINGDON 


C. D. ANDREWS, FRIBA, ARCHITECT TO THE 
N.W. METROPOLITAN REGIONAL HOSPITAL BOARD 


F. D. CRADDOCK, ARIBA, PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT 
E. W. ROWE, LRIBA, ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 


A view from the south-west. 
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THE Assistant Medical Officers’ 

residence at Hillingdon Hospital, 
which was opened by Mr. Fred Messer, 
C.B.E., M.P., J.P., last July, was 
constructed under the supervision of the 
Architect to the North-West Metro- 
politan Regional Hospital Board. This 
building, together with the extension to 
the Nurses’ Home recently completed, is 
the first stage of a schemé to replan the 
whole hospital, and replaces former 
cramped and inadequate accommoda- 
tion. 

The hostel was originally designed to 
form three sides of a square, three 
storeys high, comprising bedroom and 
living-room suites and _ single-storeyed 
recreation rooms. For economy reasons 
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two sides of the square were not built but 
it is hoped to do so at a later date. 

The present accommodation comprises 
26 bedrooms for doctors planned on 
three floors, with bathrooms and shower 
on each floor. The common room and 
dining-room on the ground floor are 
divided by sliding folding doors and can 
be thrown open to form a large room for 
social functions. There isa billiards room 
adjoining one side of these rooms and 
a terrace on the other. 

The construction is of load-bearing 
134 in. brick external walls with cast 
in-situ concrete floors, roof and staircase. 
All the services are carried in ducts 
under the main corridors on the ground 
floor from the boiler house and up vertical 
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ducts at intervals to serve all the bed- 
rooms and bathrooms, etc. The internal 
partitions are of brick and_ breeze 
blocks. 

The floor finishes of the bedrooms, 
corridors and recreation rooms are 
beech blocks ; the staircase and entrance 
hall have a terrazzo finish divided by brass 
strips. The kitchen and ancillary rooms 
and the bathroom block floors are of 
buff quarry tiles, while the walls are of 
cream glazed tiles. 

The plastered walls of the bedrooms, 
corridors, staircase and recreation rooms 
are distempered with varying colour 
schemes for each floor. The heating and 
hot water system is supplied from the 
temporary boiler house. 
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The mechanical services are accom- 
modated in the service duct below the 
corridor of the building and distributed 
in rising ducts formed in the construction 
of the building. 


Central heating is provided throughout. 
The dining-room and common room are 
heated by means of metal-faced radiant 
““Solray” panels, and embedded 
“Border” panels near the french 
windows. This treatment provides 
adequate comfort conditions even at 
times of very low outside temperatures. 
Convectors have been used in the 
entrance hall. The bedrooms have 
background heating by means of radiators 
augmented by electric fires which are 
available for use in the non-heating season 
as an additional amenity. It is claimed 
that this dual system results in a saving 
in running costs. 


Hot water is provided to bedroom 
washbasins and to the grouped sanitary 
fittings in the annexe adjacent to the 
corridor. Shower-baths are fitted 
with a mixing-valve control and all 
bathrooms have heated towel rails. 


The kitchen is equipped with gas- 
heated cooking apparatus of sufficient 
capacity to deal with all future estimated 
needs. The equipment is grouped 
centrally in the kitchen with an extract 
ventilation system consisting of hood, 
ductwork and fan. 


Fire-preventive equipment has been 
installed and electric lighting and power 
system adheres to normal practice. 


The main contractors were Messrs. 
J. M. Jones and Sons, Ltd., of Maiden- 
head, the contract price being £36,526. 
Following is a list of the principal sub- 
contractors :— 


THE 


Terrace outside common room and dining-room. 
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The main entrance. 


Bricks (Duford miulti-rustic facings), 
supplied by E. B. Reed and Co., Ltd., Iver, 

ucks ; concrete floors, roof and staircase, 
Diespeker and Co.; metal windows and 
pressed steel door frames, Williams and 
Williams, Hooton, Cheshire; beech block 
flooring, Vigers Bros., Ltd. ; sanitary fittings 
and door furniture, W. N. Froy and Sons, 
Ltd. ; asphalt roofing, Durable Asphalte Co., 
Ltd. ; doors, Flush Woodwork, Ltd. ; recon- 
structed stone, Malcolm Macleod and Co., Ltd.; 
terrazzo paving, Terrazzo and Tile Products, 
Ltd. ; buff quarry tile floors, Carter and Co. 
(London), Ltd.; glass “concrete screens, 
J. A. King and Co., Ltd. “™ 


Bronze handrail to staircase and entrance 
gates, Wainwright and Waring ; fire escape, 
C. A. and A. W. Hawards, Ltd. ; hose reels, 
Fire Equipment, Ltd., Salford ; tarmacadam 
road and path paving, Davis, Watson and 
Elliotts, Aldershot; engineering services, 
Edward Deane and Beal, Ltd.; heating 
panels, Comyn Ching and Co. (London), 
Ltd. ; water-softening plant, Permutit Co., 
Ltd. ; cooking equipment, Radiation (Large 
Cooking Equipment), Ltd. ; electrical installae 
tion, Read and Partners, Ltd. ; electric light 
fittings, Hume Atkins and Co., Ltd. ; electric 
heaters, Sun Electrical Co., Ltd.; electric 
clocks, Smiths English Clocks, Ltd., and 
Synchronome Co., Ltd., Alperton, Middx. 
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Common room and dining-room with the dividing panels folded back. 
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View from the north-west of a model of the Havannah Mine surface buildings. 


HAVANNAH MINE, NORTHUMBERLAND 


DESIGNED BY R. WOOD, ARIBA, FRICS, AND F. H. AYTON, ARIBA 
¥. C. SPOONER, ARIBA, ARICS, CHIEF ARCHITECT, NORTHERN (N & C) DIVISION 


‘THE “*Havannah Mine” is a new project and forms 

a part of the National Coal Board’s “ Plan for 
Coal” scheme for long-term development of Britain’s 
coalfields. This is the first new colliery to be established 
in the north of England since nationalisation, and 
allows scope for modern surface planning and design, 
a feature which has sometimes been denied in the re- 
planning for reconstruction of old pits, which in the 
past have in the main been built up piecemeal through- 
out the years and frequently without the advantages of 
an initial development plan. 

The pithead and tunnel entrance have been sited in 
open country near Hazlerigg, a few miles north of New- 
castle upon Tyne and west of the Great North Road. 
Havannah is a drift mine and will be electrified, so that 
two main characteristic features of the traditional pit- 
head, the tall colliery chimney and the overhead wheel 
frame, will be missing. 

The project has been planned in accordance with 
functional requirements, and the surface group of 
buildings has been so designed to provide architectural 
interpretation of the modern minehead. Every effort 
has been made to achieve this end and has necessitated 
close collaboration between engineers and architects. 

The pithead buildings have been designed in clean- 
cut lines, to be finished mainly in grey-coloured brick 
and sited in pleasant and spacious surroundings con- 
sistent with a rural setting. No attempt has been made 
to achieve large dominating outlines in the buildings, 
and the layout has avoided the traditional large colliery 
yard and entrance. Colliery surface planning is chiefly 
based on a series of “‘ circulations,” for withdrawal of 
coal to surface, treatment and transport of coal, and the 
circulation of personnel. 

In this project the pithead buildings are chiefly 
concerned with the circulation of personnel. The 
surface layout was determined by three limiting factors. 
1. Railway access to the site, already fixed as an exten- 
sion from nearby railway lines. 2. Position of the drift 


tunnel head, fixed by the engineers in relation to the 
underground area to be worked. 3. Access to the site 
from the adjacent Hazlerigg-Dinnington-road, fixed with 
the County Council Planning Department. 

The mine is to employ about goo miners from what 
will in future be redundant pits and these miners are 
to be transported daily by bus. 

The pithead buildings may be described in three main 
groups: Engineering—Engine winding house, work- 
shops, stores, electric sub-station and cleaning plant. 
Administration—Offices, issue stores, lamp room, time 
office, boot cleaning and greasing. Welfare—Baths, 
canteen, first-aid centre, bus park, car park and cycle 
shelters. 

The focal point of the plan is the main hall, fram which 
will radiate the various groups of buildings. The pit- 
head plan may best be appreciated by consideration of 
the personnel circulations, of which there are two, the 
“‘on-shift” and the “ off-shift,” the latter being a 
reversal of the former. 

There will be accommodation for ten buses and the 
“on-shift ” circulation will commence from the bus 
park or nearby cycle shelter, then to the main hall from 
whence the circuit will be followed under cover in the 
following sequence : 1. Clean locker room where 
outdoor clothes are stored. 2. Pit locker room to change 
into warmed and dried pit clothes. 3. Time office and 
check into work. 4. Lamp room to collect lamp. 
5. Pass along corridor and collect small stores. 6. Pass 
through boot-greasing room. 7. Pass explosives issue 
stores and collect as required. 8. Pass on to railway 
platform. 9. Board the man-riding cars and proceed 
along tunnel to place of work. 

The “ off-shift ” movement will reverse the process, 
except that there will be boot-cleaning instead of greasing 
facilities ; also, of course, the baths will be used before 
passing to the clean locker room, and finishing up in the 
canteen, which for convenience’ will overlook the bus 
park and vehicle entrance. The circuit also caters for 
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surface workers who, 
while using the baths, 
leave the general circu- 
lation at a point before 
reaching the lamp room 
and giving most. direct 
access to their places of 
work, 


The first-aid centre is 
situated midway be- 
tween the mine entrance 
and the main _ road 
access for maximum 
facility either way. It 
will have direct access 
to the road for con- 
venience of the ambu- 
lance and will link up 
with the internal cir- 
cuit both directly and 
through the baths; also 
on the direct line of the 
circuit there will be a 
service hatch for issue 
and return of medical 
boxes for selected per- 
sonnel. 


Accommodation will 
also be provided for a 
rescue room and control 
centre, suitably situated 
adjacent to the first-aid 
room and linked to it in 
such a way as to be con- 
venient for joint opera- 
tion in the event of 
any emergency. 


The office unit for 
administrative and ex- 
ecutive staff has been 
planned centrally with 
its own external en- 
trance, and accessible 
internally to or from 
the general circulation 
via the main hall. There 
will be a pay kiosk in 
the main hall situated 
conveniently to the per- 
sonnel circuit. 


Site preparation and 
construction of the tun- 
nel were commenced 
in 1950, and it is hoped 
that the project will 
reach completion by 
1953- 

The surface scheme 
was prepared by Mr. 
R. Weed, T.D., 
A.R.I.B.A., F.R.LC.S., 
Chief Architect, Dur- 
ham Division, and Mr. 
F. H. Ayton, A.R.I.B.A, 


The quantity. sur- 
veyor is Mr. H. R. 
Wildman, A.R.I.C.S. 
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View from the south-west. 


THE HAVANNAH MINE, NORTHUMBERLAND: 
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An impression of the project as completed. 


T is proposed to erect this building as an annexe 
to the Old People’s Home at “ Polars,” 
HOME FOR THE BLIND, Staplers-road, Newport, I.0.W., to provide when 
completed 16 single bed-sitting-rooms and four 
Tere sae +? double bed-sitting-rooms, giving accommodation 
? for 24 blind persons in all. 


STAPLERS ROAD, It is intended that all the cooking will be done in 


the kitchen at “ Polars,” the food being taken 


NEWPORT, [OW by insulated trolley to the servery in the blind 


home annexe. 


Though virtually self-contained, the residents 
in the annexe will be able to associate with the 
guests in the old people’s home. Social even- 
ings, concert parties, etc., will take place in the 

F. H. BOOTH, ARIBA, AMTPI, dining-room where 40-50 people will be accommo- 
dated. The estimated cost of this project is 
£16,000. 


COUNTY ARCHITECT, IOW 


Assistants in charge were Messrs. R. V. Jolliffe, 
A.R.I.C.S., and K. B. Benstead. 


FIRST FLOOR. 
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INSECTICIDE TESTING 
LABORATORIES, 
BERKHAMSTED, HERTS 


ARCON, ARCHITECTS 


Te rapid advances made during and 

since the war in the development of 
new insecticides and their use in agricul- 
ture, food storage, industry, medicine 
and public hygiene have demanded the 
closest co-operation between chemist and 
biologist. Biological methods of testing 
potential new formulations must be 
critical and cover a wide range of fields 
of use, since a material may be highly toxic 
to one pest yet virtually non-insecticidal 
to another; nor may it behave in the 
same manner to the same species of insect 
when tested by different methods. 


Biological tests should, theréfore, 
employ a suitable selection of important 
pests and embrace aerosols, space sprays, 
residual sprays, dusts, smokes, as well as 
other methods, including insect-proofing 
of containers. 


The new biological laboratories at the 
Cooper Technical Bureau. (the Research 
Department of Cooper, McDougall and 
Robertson), at Berkhamsted, have been 
designed with these points in view for the 
development of insecticides important in 
medicine and public health, industry, 
ood undertakings and the home. 


TEMPERATURE CONTROL 


The building is a three-storey structure 
with a.basement beneath the majority 
of the building. The second floor is 
mainly in the roof space and the problem 

as to provide these laboratories with 
igidly controlled conditions. Biological 
esting demands the continuous supply 
pf stocks of healthy test insects. of as 

niform. resistance as possible. Rearing 

d testing conditions must. be carefully 
ontrolled if results are to be of any 
eal value. 


The new laboratories include three 
sect breeding-rooms and five test-rooms. 
The heating and ventilating engineers 
have designed a plant which enables a 
emperature range of from 55-90 degrees F. 
d of relative humidity from 40-90 per 
ent. to be maintained with a maximum 
ariation in temperature of -+1.5 
egrees F. and humidity +3 per cent., 
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Main corridor in test section showing air lock door, insulated doots, warning lamp and ceiling 
air inlet. Below. Same corridor before erection of ceiling. The battery comprising cooler, 
heater and humidifier is built into the air trunking. The ceiling air inlet is clearly shown. 





and in practice these tolerances have 
not been exceeded. 


INSULATION TREATMENT 


The small temperature and humidity 
fluctuation is helped by the use of 
aluminium faced “‘ Onazote ” panels lining 
the walls and ceilings. Except in the 
aerosol test-room, which is painted, the 
aluminium is treated with lanolin. Floors 
are insulated with cork slab overlaid with 
granolithic cement. The degree of 
insulation, even under a sloping roof, is 
so good that with a 20 degrees F. difference 
between external and internal temperature, 
the drop in room temperature is about 
0.5 degrees F. per hour when heating 
is cut off in rooms which have been in 
continuous use for several days. Apart 
from its insulating property, ‘“‘ Onazote,” 
by reason of its strength, forms part of 
the room structure and in certain places 
forms the partition walls. 


Two entirely separate air-conditioning 
systems, fed from the same sources, 
supply breeding-‘and testing-rooms, which 
are situated at opposite ends of the build- 
ing and separated by a corridor air lock. 
Air is cleaned at intake by electrostatic 
precipitators operating from a ‘“‘ power 
pack.” This system removes particles 
of dust, including insecticides, down to 
0.5 thousandths of a millimetre. Such 
extreme precautions against possible con- 
tamination of breeding-rooms are neces- 
sary in view of the very high toxicity of 
modern insecticides and the proximity 
of chemical laboratories, 


FREQUENT AIR CHANGES 


The clean air is then passed through 
eight batteries, one for each controlled 
room. Each battery comprises a cooler/ 
heater/humidifier built into the air trunk- 
ing. In breeding-rooms ewhere insecti- 
cides are excluded, air is changed nine 
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times an hour in the ratio of seven parts 
re-circulated air to two parts fresh air. 
In test-rooms, where it is essential to 
remove contaminated air as quickly as 
possible, there is no re-circulation, Pr 
air being entirely replaced by fresh air 
every five minutes.: 


Each insulated room contains a pneu- 
matically operated recorder/controller 
which both records temperature and 
humidity of extracted air on a 24-hour 
chart, and controls valves in the appro- 
priate battery. 


All temperature -controlled rooms, 
offices and laboratories are lit by fluores- 
cent lighting employing warm-white tubes 
under plastic shades. The light intensity 
in insect rooms is carefully controlled, it 
being known that it affects the resistance 
of insects, particularly flies, during and 
after tests. 


Standard laboratory furniture units 
have been used throughout. These slip 
beneath the bench tops and can be re- 
arranged or added to as required and are 
in many ways an advantage over built-in 
equipment. Electricity (lighting and 
power), gas, water and compressed air 
are laid on in most rooms. 

As a further precaution against possible 
contamination of insect cultures separate 
rooms. have been provided for medium 
preparations and test-room materials and 
apparatus. 

Mr. A. M. Gear, A.R.I.B.A., was the 
partner in charge of the scheme. 
were. Flexo 

Sub-con- 


The main contractors 
Plywood Industries, Ltd. 
tractors were as follows 


Heating and ventilation, Benham and 
Sons, Ltd. ; electrical installation, Eastern 
Electricity Board ; plumbing, Jesse Mead, 
Ltd. ; benching, Gallenkamp and Co., 
Ltd. 


Aerosol test-room. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 
Notes from Council Minutes 


FoLLowinG are the notes from the minutes 
of the R.1.B.A. Council Meeting held on 
April 1:— 

Appointments.—{a) London Building Acts, 
1930/39: Tribunal of Appeal: R.LB.A. 
Representative: Sydney Tatchell, C.B.E. (F), 
in place of Sir Banister Fletcher, D.Lit., 
FS.A. (F); Mr. Charles Woodward (A) re- 
appointed as Deputy. 

(b) Ministry of Works Building Apprentice- 
ship and Training Council and Consultative 
Committee for the Stone Industry: R.LB.A. 
Representative: Romilly B. Craze (F), i 
place of the late A. H. Moberly (F). 

R.1.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
Essex, Cambridge and Herts Society—The 
Council gave formal approval to the recom- 
mendation of the jury that the R.LB.A. 
Architecture Bronze Medal in the area of 
the .Essex, Cambridge and Hertfordshire 
Society of Architects be awarded in favour 
of the Templewood School, Welwyn Garden 
City, designed by C. H. Aslin, C.B.E. (F), 
County Architect of Hertfordshire. 

Reception for Overseas Architects and 
Students.—It was decided that no reception 
should be held in 1952. 

Exhibition of Irish Architecture-—The 
Council accepted an offer from the Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland to pro- 
vide a small exhibition of historical and con- 
temporary work in Ireland, and arrange- 
ments are to be made for showing it during 
the late autumn of 1952 at the R.I.B.A. 

Model Building Bye-laws—The Council 
approved the action taken by the Legislation 
Sub-Committee of the Science Committee in 
sending in a commentary on the draft Model 
Building Bye-laws to the Committee of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government 
which is preparing the new model. 

Grants——The Council approved the - fol- 
lowing list of grants for the year 1952-3:— 

£ 
British School at Rome 750 
Architects’ Benevolent Society > 150 
British School of Archzology at Athens aie 50 
British School at Rome, Faculty of Archeology 3 
Council for the Preservation of Rural England 50 
Association for the Preservation of Rural 

Scotland . 10 
Council for the Preservation of Rural ‘Wales. . 7 
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee ae 26 
British Standards Institution .. 26 
International Federation of Housing and Town 

Planning . Os fe a 
R.LB.A. Library Group 
R.1L.B.A. Cricket Club 
Students’ Visit to Rome 
Architectural Association 

Collection 


Lantern Slide 


SHEFFIELD AND SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE SOCIETY 


THE FOURTH DINNER /DANCE of the Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire and District Society of 
Architects and Surveyors was held on Feb- 
ruary 28 at the Royal Victoria Hotel, Shef- 
field, the function being attended by some 
250 members and guests, including the Lord 
Mayor, Alderman T. W. Bridgland, J.P., 
and the Lady Mayoress. Mr. Norval 
Paxton, M.C., F.R.I.B.A., past president of 
the West Yorkshire Society of Architects, 
and a vice-president R.I.B.A., and Mrs. 





position 
upon tl 
knowlec 
sense of 
emotion 


general 1 
The 1 
Country 
during t 
committe 
the art 
planning 
cil have 
the Cow 
surveyor: 
erence hz 
housing 
Teport cc 
The c 
during tl 
new exan 
ceding a 
surveying 
in town 
arrangem 
been ap, 
arrangem 
formity | 
general, ; 
niques of 
is necessz 
and that « 
should be 
nique to 
viding a 
these exar 
as to give 
which the 
a necessal 
ments in 
which a | 
added. 
Mr. B. 
the Institu 
of the Int 
and Tow! 
Herts, in 
E. H. Dou 
Pointed tc 
next meeti 
Lisbon in 


Membershi 


_ The reps 
tion had a 
31 were 
fellows, 95 
professiona 
2,339 were 
and 193 w 


Quantity § 

The ann 
veyors’ Co 
are being r 
of a third 
Similar to t 


effield, 
ty of 
1 Feb- 
_ Shef- 

some 
> Lord 
EJPs 
Norval 
lent of 
hitects, 

Mrs. 


April 18 1952 


Norval Paxton, Mr. G. M. Flather, the 
Master Cutler, and Mrs. Flather, the Mistress 
Cutler, were also present. 

MR. J. McDonaLD FAIRWEATHER, 
F.R.LB.A., proposing the toast of “ The City 
of Sheffield,” said that pride of workmanship 
had led Sheffield to a place of eminence in 
the past, and that the maintenance of that 
position was dependent, to a great extent, 
upon the impact of such virtue on present 
knowledge and resources, backed up by a 
sense of responsibility, unswayed by political 
emotions, and by real enterprise un- 
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hampered by restrictive arrangements 
or practices. The Lord Mayor, in reply, 
said that the work of architects could 
not escape the public gaze, and sug- 
gested that the reshaping of Sheffield offered 
a splendid opportunity for co-operation 
between the Corporation and the architec- 
tural profession. 

The toast of “The Royal Institute of 
British Architects and Allied Societies ” was 
proposed by THE MASTER CUTLER, who 
stressed the need for harmonious design 
and was replied to by MR. PAxTONn. 





Royal Institution of 


Chartered Surveyors 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1951-2 


[HE eighty-fourth annual report of the 

Council of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors, for the 1951-52 session, 
is to be submitted to members at the annual 
general meeting on May 26. 

The report recalls that the Town and 
Country Planning Committee was established 
during the previous session as a standing 
committee to advise on matters relating to 
the art and practice of town and country 
planning, and goes on to say that the Coun- 
cil have now decided to allocate a seat on 
the Council to town and country planning 
surveyors. The committee’s terms of ref- 
erence have recently been widened to include 
housing and housing management. The 
report continues:— 

The committee has devoted much time 
during the session to the formation of the 
new examinations (foreshadowed in the pre- 
ceding annual report of the Council) for 
surveying candidates professionally engaged 
in town and country planning. The 


arrangements for the examinations have 


been approved by the Council. These 
arrangements have been made in con- 
formity with the Council’s view that, in 
general, an integration of the three tech- 
niques of surveyor, architect and engineer 
is necessary for satisfactory town planning, 
and that each specialist in the planning team 
should be equipped to apply his own tech- 
nique to the planning process. Whilst pro- 
viding a basic qualification in surveying, 
these examinations have also been so devised 
as to give that broad educational background 
which the Schuster committee specified as 
a necessary qualification for senior appoint- 
ments in planning administration, and to 
which a post-graduate qualification can be 
added. 

Mr. B. J. Collins, F.R.I.C.S., represented 
the Institution at a meeting of the Council 
of the International Federation’ for Housing 
and Town Planning held at Hoddesdon, 
Herts, in July, 1951. Mr. Collins and Mr. 
E. H. Doubleday, F.R.I.C.S., have been. ap- 
pointed to represent the Institution at the 
next meeting of the Council to be held in 
Lisbon in September, 1952. 


Membership 


The report shows that in 1951 the Inatitu- 
tion had a membership of 18,286. Of these, 
31 were honorary members, 3,851 were 
fellows, 95 were Colonial fellows, 6,228 were 
professional associates, 35 were associates, 
2,339 were probationers, 5,514 were students 
and 193 were housing managers. 


Quantity Surveyors’ Committee 


The annual report of the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Committee states that arrangements 
are being made for the holding in June next 
of a third Quantity Surveyors’ Conference, 
similar to those held in 1946 and 1949. We 


quote the following extracts from the Com- 
mittee’s report:— 

R.I.B.A. Form of Contract—The Joint 
Contracts Tribunal, on which the Institution 
is represented by members nominated by the 
committee, has issued five more Practice 
Notes (Nos. 25-29 inclusive). 

The Tribunal has been engaged in discus- 
sions with the Fire Offices committee in the 
hope of overcoming the difficulties caused 
when rises in price occur between the date 
of the fire and the settlement of the claim, 
with the result that the insurance money is 
insufficient to cover the cost of rebuilding. 

The Tribunal has decided not to proceed 
with the preparation of a standard form of 
prime cost contract. 

Joint Committee for the Standard Method 
of Measurement—On a report from the 
joint committee an agreed method of mea- 
surement applicable to work in the Republic 
of Ireland was approved by the Institution 
and the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers. 

The draft of a method of measurement of 
prestressed concrete was prepared and ap- 
proved as a basis for discussion with other 
interested bodies with a view to its incor- 
poration in the next edition of the Standard 
Method of Measurement. 

The committee have been giving considera- 
tion to the question of simplifying the stan- 
dard method as recommended in the report 
of the Anglo-American productivity team. 
They have decided to invite, through the 
professional and technical journals, sugges- 
tions for the improvement of the standard 
method. 

Dominion and Colonial Affairs—The 
representations (referred to in the last annual 
report) which had been made to and accepted 
by the Colonial Office that quantity surveyors 
in the service of Colonial governments 
should be accorded the same status and pay 
as architects in the service, bore further 
fruit. Certain of the Colonial governments 
in Africa which had not accepted the advice 
of the Colonial Office on this question have 
now done so. 

An application was received from the 
Chapter of South African Quantity Surveyors 
for the recognition, as exempting from the 
Institution’s examinations, of the degree and 
diploma in. quantity surveying of the Uni- 
versity of Care Town. The application, on 
the advice of the committee, was approved 
by the Council. 

Quantity Surveyors and the Defence Pro- 
gramme.—The demand for quantity sur- 
veyors in the departments concerned with 
defence has been brought to the notice of the 
Institution by the Government. The Institu- 
tion has impressed on the Government the 
desirability and the advantages of utilising 
private firms on works connected with de- 
fence. 
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Form of Agreement for the Appointment 
of a Quantity Surveyor.—The form of agree- 
ment originally issued many years ago has 
been reviewed and replaced by a new docu- 
ment, applicable to all types of appointment, 
including those by local authorities and 
public bodies. 

Purchase Tax on Bills of Quantities—A 
concerted effort was made during the 
Session to secure the removal of purchase 
tax from bills of quantities reproduced by 
printers or typing agencies. Reasoned repre- 
sentations, followed by a deputation, were 
made to the Commissioners of Customs and 
Excise, but did not succeed. Further repre- 
sentations were then made to Mr. J. A. 
Boyd-Carpenter, Q.C., M.P., Financial Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, who promised that 
they would be borne in mind when a general 
review of purchase tax was undertaken, but 
did not hold out much hope of concessions. 

The London Builders’ Conference.— 
Representatives were appointed by the com- 
mittee to discuss the operations of the 
London Builders’ Conference with the 
R.I.B.A. and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. 

Junior Quantity Suryeyors——The quantity 
surveyors’ section of the junior organisation 
of the Institution has held five general meet- 
ings during the session with an average 
attendance of about 150. The Junior 
Quantity Surveyors’ committee has held ten 
meetings and there have been over 30 meet- 
ings of its sub-committees. Discussion 
groups of junior quantity surveyors have 
continued to meet during the year; they ‘are 
a valuable link between the junior members 
and their committee. In the ‘technical 
sphere, the junior committee has devoted 
mdny meetings to considering the improve- 
ment and simplification of the Standard 
Method of Measurement; it has prepared-a 
revised version of. the “Bricklayer” trade 
which it hopes to put forward, with an ap- 
propriate report, when suggestions are called 
for by the joint committee for the standard 
method. The junior committee has also 
considered and reported on amendments to 
the examinations syllabus. 

Applications for Membership and Exam- 
ination.—There were 2,950 applications 
to sit for the 1952 examinations in the quan- 
tities sub-division. The number of applica- 
tions for election as chartered quantity sur- 
veyors from candidates who had qualified by 
examination in 1951 was 427. All these 
applications were considered by the appro- 
priate sub-committee of the Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ committee. Also considered - were 
634 applications for transfer to fellowship, 
for enrolment in the class of students, for 
reinstatement to membership and for infor- 
mation as to eligibility for examination. 

Professional Fees.—The prolonged discus- 
sions which had been taking place with the 
War Office about fees for external and. in- 
ternal painting and decorating were referred 
to in the last annual report. These discus- 
sions were brought to a conclusion, and 
improved fees, which were made retrospec- 
tive to October 1, 1949, were agreed. 

Discussions are taking place with the 
Ministry of Works in an endeavour to bring 
about an improvement in the fees authorised 
by the Ministry for the preparation of bills 
of quantities. 

Fees for various types of quantity survey- 
ing services required by ‘the. Air Ministry 
are under consideration with ‘that depart- 
ment. 

A large number of inquiries about: fees 
from members and others was received and 
answered during the session. 
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THE STRATEGY OF DEVELOPMENT . 
A Talk at the Town Planning Institute 


THe problem of the estimation and the 
various ways of disposing resources 
in physical planning, both now and in the 
future, was the subject of a paper given 
by Mr. W. F. B. Lovett, B.A., F.R.1.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., at the Town Planning Institute 
on February 7. The paper was entitled 
‘The Strategy of Development.” Mr. 
Lovett began by discussing the historical 
background against which he said to-day’s 
planning difficulties could more. easily 
be studied. The following extracts are 
taken from his subsequent remarks :— 

In order to place the process of local 
planning in perspective, it is necessary 
first to see the national and regional back- 
cloth of building activity. There are 
items in both these that may well not tally 
with local conditions at a given moment, 
while there are local factors that have very 
little direct bearing on the wider picture. 

Nationally, the general level of pros- 
perity and our balance of trade dominate 
the whole industrial pattern. The output 
of the building industry is related prim- 
arily to (i) the total national resources and 
the share which may be devoted to con- 
structional work ; (ii) the volume of labour 
available for building ; (iii) the supply of 
certain materials (including certain im- 
perts) ; (iv) the distribution of labour 
(and scarce materials) amongst various 
building uses. 

Against the national background, there 
are regional factors : (i) the total building 
force in the region; (ii) the distribution 
of this force between new building and 
other types of work ; (iii) the distribution 
of the part of the force engaged in new 
building over housing, industry, utilities, 
education and health and social services ; 
(iv) the relative progress made from time 
to time in the various types of new build- 
ing ; (v) productivity. 


LAND USE PLANNING 


By the time the 1947 Act required that 
Development Plans should be prepared, 
land use was one of the few major aspects 
of planning in the country that had not 
been tackled officially. The pioneers, 
largely encompassed by this Institute, 
had fought a long battle to do this and the 
task, once started, was seen to demand 
contributions from geologists, demo- 
graphers, statisticians and the like as well 
as from architects, engineers and surveyors. 
A plan on a map base was still an essential 
end-product, but its vitality as a technical 
document depended in part on the survey 
supporting it, and equally on the measure 
of order and feasibility contained in the 
programming: 

Order in the execution of Development 
Plans is inherent in the 1947 Act : Section 
5 demands that the stages by which a 
scheme is to be carried out shall be 
indicated with the plan. 

In Circular 59, local planning authorities 
are asked to limit themselves to “‘ reason- 
ably firm proposals, and not include them 
unless they see a likelihood of their being 
carried out in about 20 years,” while the 
Act requires a quinquennial review of 
plans. Roads and minerals are- men- 


tioned as possible exceptions to this 
period-limit, and I would be inclined to 
add proposed public open spaces in 
certain densely built-up areas. 

To prepare a plan for a stated period 
involves a careful study of local factors. 
For towns, these can be summarised as 
follows :—1. (a) Local implications of de- 
cisions on the location of industry based 
upon national policy. (6) Major over- 
spill, housing schemes, New Town pro- 
posals. (c) School building programme. 
(d) Major utility installations, hospitals, 
civil defence, government, etc., proposals. 
(e) Densities of proposed developments. 

2. Rate of house building achieved in 
the area by public and by private enter- 
prise combined: (i) during 1919-39, par- 
ticularly after 1933, (ii) since 1945, par- 
ticularly recently. 

3. (a) Availability of land, e.g., surface 
stability, contours, ete. (6) Speed at 
which available land can be developed 
in relation to provision or existence of 
piped services, etc. 

4. Size and character of the part of the 
labour force normally engaged on main- 
tenance and incidental building, other 
than labour employed solely for the 
maintenance of employers’ premises and 
industrial processes. 

Most of these factors are relevant in 
large towns, some in almost every town. 

From the original master plan, the 
work in each major project has to be 
estimated in order: (i) to anticipate the 
duration of work in the various parts of 
development ; (ii) to adjust the sequence 
of works to social and other needs from 
time to time, taking account of economy 
and the use of resources; (iii) to have 
a basis on which to make adjustments 
affecting the realisation of the plan as a 
whole, arising, for example, from un- 
expected extra labour. 

With the aid of these data, projects 
can be selected and phased—albeit some- 
what roughly except for the immediate 
future—within the limitations of the town’s 
resources, financial or otherwise. 


INVESTMENT 


The different agencies responsible for 
development in a town will have their rate 
of development determined by the financial 
resources available from time to time. 
Public authority borrowing is canalised 
through the Public Works Loan Board 
and has to take in many projects which, 
though essential to the health and well- 
being of the community (for example, 
sewage works, public parks, etc.), are not 
directly revenue-producing. In some 
cases, for example new schools, the 
buildings have not merely to be paid for, 
but equipped, stocked and staffed; the 
cost of maintenance of open spaces, 
verges, etc., may be far more important 
in the long run than the initial outlay. 
On the other -hand, although housing 
absorbs about three-quarters of the capital 
investment of all local authorities, it 
produces rents, so that, as an item in rate 
expenditure, it can be as low in county 
boroughs as a twentieth. 





April 18 1952 


It is vital to the proper consideration of 
financial estimates derived from a plan to 
keep in mind that the proposals reflect 
policies of satisfying certain needs to 
stated standards which have been adopted 
by the’community—plan or no plan. The 
plan itself does not create proposals or 
standards ; it only arrariges them between 
each other, in proportions and related 
locations so that each benefits as much as 
possible from the other. Again, this 
very arranging is designed to secure 
conditions in which a number of things 
happen economically, so that there is a 
large element, in both plan and pro- 
gramme, of benefit which cannot be shown 
in a balance sheet: illnesses and traffic 
injuries that do not occur, time that is not 
spent straphanging, overheads that are 
not unduly weighted by retail distribution 
costs, capital that is not lying idle, etc. 


The staging of financial expenditure is 
no less important than that of physical 
construction. 'To buy land too far ahead 
may tie up capital and lead to other worries. 
The financial estimates, when reduced to 
annual expenditures, reveal the broad form 
of one part of the community’s future 
spending pattern. 

For development to take place at a 
particular rate, the sites must be available 
as required. These may fail to be so for 
physical reasons such as absence of ser- 
vices, surface minerals to be extracted or 
workings restored, standing buildings, 
incomplete subsidence, etc. Careful sur- 
vey should reveal such facts from which 
the most available land can be sieved. 
Survey, however, will not reveal some 
other points that may arise ; where sites 
will need to be acquired by public pur- 
chase, these may not be available at the 
time anticipated through failure to obtain 
compulsory purchase powers. Where land 
is privately owned and the local authority 
has no intention of acquiring it, owners 
may not make it available for building 
(i.e., by developing it or by selling to a 
willing developer) at the anticipated time. 


RATE OF PROGRESS 


In any given locality, the present build- 
ing man-power and its projection through 
a period forms an envelope which shows 
one of the criteria from which the speed 
of progress can be estimated. It is, of 
course, possible to make more than one 
projection, based on different assumptions; 
from a comparison between several such 
projections, certain conclusions can be 

The speed of progress may itself deter- 
mine the order of events. If new build- 
ing only can be done (without demolition 
of existing property), the obsolete property 
must be better maintained than otherwise 
and existing schools and other services 
maintained, even extended or improved, 
although earmarked for ultimate rede- 
velopment. If new building and re- 
development can take place simultaneously, 
less maintenance may be needed but 
more expenditure on new services in pro- 
portion to population ; certain agricultural 
land may not be wanted until later. If it 
is impossible te provide major civil 
engineering works (sewers, bridges, etc.) 
needed before a convenient new large 
area can be developed, several smaller and 
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_less economical areas may have to be 
used. 

The estimated speed, indeed, shows 
not only what can be done, but gives a 
clear indication of what cannot be done 
within a calculable period. This is 
important tactically, because it means, for 
example, that where a bad area cannot be 
improved radically for many years, it may 
be good sense to make it tolerable for 
those who must grow up there—by con- 
versions, by doing a small amount of 
demolition to give temporary open space, 
etc. It is sometimes too easy to con- 
centrate on the large and spectacular 
development which will make everything 
beautiful in 20 or more years’ time and 
overlook the scattered and modest im- 
provements which—in proportion to their 
cost in men and materials — can brighten 
the grimness that may not be erased 
entirely for a generation or more. 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion which followed, 
Mr, E. H? Dovusiepay (county planning 
officer, Hertfordshire), said that anybody 
who had experience of trying to get de- 
velopment through all the channels and 
machinery which existed to-day would 
realise that there was a limit to co-ordina- 
tion. We should, .however, take into the 
greatest possible confidence those with 
whom we were co-ordinating. By doing so 
planners would be able to get quick results 
and would seriously reduce the “ drag” 
that they felt in having to consult and co- 
ordinate with so many people. 


As distinct from war-time plans, which 
were prepared for the purpose of stimu- 
lating the minds of people, the purpose of 
the present plans was to inspire confidence 
in the local people and for that reason they 
must be very close to the realities of the 
practical possibilities in the proposed 
development. Obviously, plans would 
not be realised if they went beyond the 
limits of local resources and the capacity 
of the people to pay for them. Mr. 
Lovett had been wise in drawing atten- 
tion to the impact of political and economic 
strategy on plans. The proposed school 
programme cuts were an example. It was 
very annoying to a planner when he had 
prepared a nice programme of develop- 
ment, to be faced suddenly with an arbitrary 
decision to cut the programme and to 
know that he had to go to work one 
morning and start all over again. But 
planners must find an answer to those 
conditions. He thought it was within 
their ability to provide a building pro- 
gramme which recognised the variable 
nature of some of the factors which they 
were programming. 

Another point about the paper which 
had interested him was the question of 
the distribution of labour. That was an 
important factor in planning. Our diffi- 
culties on that score were probably in- 
creasing, because the shape of the struc- 
ture of the building industry was very 
much changed to-day compared with what 
it was before the war. One had only to 
look at the régional organisation of the 
big building firms to realise what that 
meant. 

It would appear that, even in a county 
like Hertfordshire, it was possible, de- 
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7 
spite all the claims made by the Ministry 
of Labour for the distribution of labour 
in the New Towns, that the new L.C.C. 
estates were going ahead. They had their 
difficulties, but these were nothing com- 
pared with the difficulties of the local 
housing authorities. Hertfordshire was 
not getting ‘its houses built to anything 
like the same extent. From his observa- 
tions of the availability of labour for these 
big housing projects it appeared that there 
was a very close link between the avail- 
ability of labour for building and the de- 
population of Eire. 


A point which Mr. Lovett had referred 
to and which needed a great deal more 
attention from the Government was “ the 
amelioration of residential areas where 
reconstruction cannot take place for a long 
period.” There was nothing new in this. 
We seemed to have scrapped it for the 
time being, but we should have to return 
to it. 

He recalled that in his early days in 
Manchester, he had found in the archives 
records of how streets had been dealt 
with in the 1880s and 1890s by such 
means as converting one house into two 
and turning others round and so on. It 
was surprising how these streets had stood 
up to the changed conditions of later years. 
He believed that in about 1945 or 1946 
Birmingham Corporation were given au- 
thority to acquire a large area of the city 
for the purpose of ameliorating certain 
areas which had become rather drab and 
which in the course of time would have to 
be reconstructed. 


Mr. A. T. McINpoEe (Edinburgh) 
recalled the exhortation of Lord Reith, 
when Minister of Planning, that planners 
should plan boldly. He thought that a 
lot of the planners who had done so were 
wondering what was going to happen to 
their plans. One of the problems we were 
up against was that, whereas before the 
war we were planning with an economy 
which had existed in this country for 
many generations, to-day we would have 
to realise that the type of plan which 
would have to be prepared in the future 
would have to be very different from that 
to which we looked forward years ago. 


On the question of the availability of 
land, Mr. McIndoe said that there was a 
lack of incentive to-day for an owner to 
part with his land for development. It 
seemed that in the near future there was 
going to be very little voluntary disposal 
of land, because there was no financial 
profit in it. The fact that people could 
not get any more money out of their land 
than they had put into it, at its existing 
use, was going to create difficulties in the 
future. 

With regard to the availability of labour, 
Mr. McIndoe remarked that the official 
statistics showed that 40 per cent. of the 
available building labour force was en- 
gaged in maintenance. He did not know 
how far these official statistics were com- 
piled in conjunction with the building 
licensing figures, but it did seem to him 
that the work which was going on and was 
called maintenance must be engaging a 
much bigger proportion of the’ labour 
force than the compilers of the official 
statistics realised. 

It was possible to see the extremes in 
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the methods adopted by planners, said 
Mr. B. J. Coxttins (Middlesex). They 
were active at one end of the scale, passive 
at the other. The active plan par excel- 
lence was the New Town. That was a 
positive strategic step in planning. At 
the other end of the scale was the plan 
which was advisory only. Sometimes 
it was slightly impracticable ; neverthe- 
less it fulfilled a great purpose in directing 
people’s attention to a conceivable possi- 
bility. 

In reply Mr. Lovett said that it was _ 
one thing to “plan boldly,” as Lord 
Reith had exhorted, but another to carry 
out the’ plan. You did not build on 
paper. He thought it was important for 
the public to understand what was the 
practical stage of a plan, where it could be 
expanded and what was its limit. On the 
question of the sale of land, he had recently 
read some essays by Professor J. B..S. 
Haldane, written in 1928, in which that 
gentleman had suggested that in the 
Welfare or Social State, when it came into 
being, the problem of having an incentive 
and the type of incentive, would be the 
most critical of all tests. Whether it 
was in terms of a builder doing a full day’s 
work, a carpenter doing a full day’s work, 
a landowner selling his land, or a hundred 
other things, said Mr. Lovett, these were 
part of a bigger picture than the develop- 
ment charge or any statutory instrument 
we had at the present ffme. 

He agreed with Mr. Collins that ‘we 
needed active plans, but activity was still 
ultimately political. 


PLYWOOD 
Removal of Licensing Restrictions 
Welcomed , 


[From a Correspondent] 


rPHE big news of last week has been the 
announcement that the Minister of 
Materials has issued an Open General 
Licence which has the effect of freeing from 
Acquisition Licence and Consumption 
Licence all plywood, including blockboard, 
battenboard and larinboard. This is a 
move which will be widely welcomed by the 
trade and consumers alike. There are sub- 
stantial stocks of. all species of plywood in 
the country at the present time of both pri- 
vately imported material and national stock. 
It is thought that this latest development— 
one for which the trade has been pressing 
for some time—will help plywood to find 
its own consumption level and will stimulate 
demand. 

On the softwood front there are reports 
that there are to be no releases from the 
Government’s strategic reserve stock of soft- 
wood to the trade this year. Importers have 
alréady been authorised to buy 450,000 
standards for arrival this year and it would, 
therefore, seem that the view is taken that 
with this material, coupled with balances 
from Timber Control contracts and the 
trade’s purchases and stocks, such a move 
is unnecessary at the present time. 

The main feature in the hardwood section 
of the trade remains, of course, the question 
of import licensing on hardwoods exported 
from areas outside the scheduled terri- 
tories. At the time of writing, the trade 
was awaiting an announcement on this 
matter from the authorities. During the past 
week there have been signs of a revival of 
demand for nearly all species of hardwood. 


BOOKS 


THE MOopeERN Factory, By Edward D. 
Mills, F.R.1.B.A. Pp. 192, illustrated with 
line drawings and 43 pp. plates, ‘(The 
Architectural Press). Price 30s. 

"THERE is an urgent need for a new book 

on factory design, and Mr. Mills has 
filled the bill very well. As his illustrations 
prove, he himself has had wide experience 
of such work, including an important group 
of industrial buildings at Dagenham. His 
information is right up-to-date. Thus he 
observes, in discussing the planning of the 
industrial office-block, that “increasing re- 
strictive legislation” entails frequent re- 
organisation of staff, with a consequent need 
to make all partitions capable of easy dis- 
mantling and rearrangement; and elsewhere 
he discusses alternative methods of con- 
struction to meet current shortages of timber 
and steel. He emphasises the need for 
close collaboration, and avoidance of 

“initial mistrust,” between architect and 

scientist when planning indu‘trial labora- 

tories; and between architect and industrial- 
ist at all stages. 

The whole book is sensible and lucid, 
packed with useful information on every 
aspect of factory design and equipment, and 
illustrated with particularly clear _ line- 
diagrams, details and plans. The photo- 
graphs illustrate about a score of modern 
factories in this country and abroad, and 
show how completely fashions have changed 
in a single generation since the erection 
along Western Averiue and the Great West 
Road of a series of buildings which were re- 
garded in their day as masterpieces, but are 
described by the latest writer on Middlesex 
architecture as “modernistic atrocities” 
and “ modernism at its showiest and silliest.” 

Mr. Mills tactfully avoids all aesthetic 
pronouncements, sticking to facts and let- 
ting his pictures tell their own story; but he 
does explain (pp. 54, 67, 114) why the north- 
light roof is now out of fashion. On every 
branch of factory design, including all tech- 
nical details, services, cost of maintenance, 
and matters of welfare such as canteens and 
cloakrooms, his book will be invaluable to 
industrialists as well as to architects. ~~ 

M. S. B. 


MINIMUM SPECIFICATION FOR THE INSTAL- 
LATION OF COLD- AND HOT-WATER SER- 
vices. (London: The Institute of 
Plumbers.) Price 5s., post free. 

THE INCREASING POPULARITY among archi- 
tects, local authorities and students of the 
minimum specifications issued by the Insti- 
tute of Plumbers, and the fact that Specifica- 
tion No. 4 has been reprinted without the 
necessity for more than minor revisions, is 
proof enough of their value and soundness. 

The first issue of this minimum specifica- 
tion was made in 1943 with the object of 
laying down a minimum of sound practice 
for reference by all concerned with the 2 <a 
lation of hot- and cold-water services. e 
specification is not legally enforceable and it 
contains the warning that local bye-laws 
should be consulted before applying any of 
the recommendations. In effect, the specifica- 
tion is merely a collection of some of the 
correct methods, stripped of all their non- 
essential details, which are taught to every 
plumbing apprentice, and therein lies its 
value. It contains, in approximately 34 
pages, in handy form, all the points for 
ensuring trouble-free cold- and hot-water 
installations. 

There is only one inaccuracy which, 
though small, may confuse those not 
familiar with heating calculations. The ab- 
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breviation B.T.U. for British Thermal Unit 
as used on page 30 is no longer in general 
use. B.T.U. is now used to signify . the 
Board of Trade Unit of Electricity, the cor- 
rect abbreviation for British Thermal Unit 
being B.Th.U. 

Probably the most useful section is the 
appendix by Mr. A. Leslie Longworth on a 
method of calculating pipe sizes. A series 
of tables give delivery rates, coincidence of 
demand, factors of permissible resistance, 
pipe diameters and pressure heads. From 
these tables it is possible to calculate quickly 
and accurately the sizes of pipes required to 
deliver a specified amount of water per min- 
ute under a given head, to the various 
sanitary fitments. 

The booklet is for purchase direct from 
the Secretary, Institute of Plumbers, 81, 
Gower-street, W.C.1. 

H.R: 


SELF-SIPHONAGE OF FixruRE TRAPS. U.S.A. 
National Bureau of Standards Building 
Materials and Structures Report 126. By 
John L. French and Herbert N. Eaton. 
(Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Print- 
ing Office). Price 20 cents. 

IN A PAPER read to the Institution of 
Sanitary Enginéers and more recently to the 
Institute of Plumbers, Mr. A. E. Wise gave 
details of his investigations into the prob- 
lems of self- and induced-siphonage of-traps 
carried out at the Building Research Station. 
Experiments on almost identical lines have 
been conducted in America by Mr. J. L. 
French and Mr. H. N, Eaton, and the results 
were published recently by the National 
Bureau of Standards. 

This report, the third of a series, deals only 
with the problems involved in the correct 
venting of single plumbing fixtures. Economy 
of materials made the investigations neces- 
ary in both countries, but from this angle 
both British and American results are disap- 
pointing. Both Mr. Wise and the American 
investigators have determined the many and 
varied factors causing self-siphonage. A 
slight variation in the diameter of the trap, 
a different type of lavatory basin, or a few 
degrees difference in the slope of the waste 
pipe may cause the water in a trap to siphon 
out beyond the permissible minimum depth 
of seal. Further, a system which may have 
been satisfactory when newly installed may 
develop self-siphonage tendencies after use 
due to the reduction of the diameter of the 
trap by accumulation of soap and grease. 

All the tests described were carried out 
under carefully controlled conditions and it 
was possible to devise satisfactory unvented 
waste systems. But the investigators arrived 
at the conclusion that before a satisfactory 
code of practice for unvented systems could 
be established a great deal of field investi- 
gation was necessary. They also recommend 
that the design of fittings, fixtures and traps 
should be standardised to reduce, as far as 
possible, the number of variables. 

Though both the British and American 
investigations were conducted independently 
of each other the results are almost identical. 
The causes of self-siphonage have been deter- 
mined and guidance is given on various 
points of design. Unfortunately, few of the 
recommendations are practicable under 
present conditions and, therefore, a large 
amount of expensive and possibly unneces- 
sary venting must still be carried out under 
the old rule-of-thumb methods. 

These methods have always erred on the 
side of over-venting, and until the shortage 
of materials. arose investigation had been 
confined to the correct positioning of the 
vents instead of to their elimination. It is 
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not normal British practice to vent single 
fitments, and though the traps on many 
existing installations must siphon — out 
unknown to the occupants no complaints or 
serious epidemics have arisen due to entry 
of sewer:and drain air into the building. It 
is stated in the American report that the 
dangers of sewer gas have been greatly 
exaggerated and according to public health 
authorities it is not detrimental to health 
unless present in great concentration. 

H. 


ELEMENTARY THEORY AND DESIGN OF 
FLEXURAL MEMBERS, By Jamison 
Vawter and James G. Clark. (London: 
Chapman and Hall, Ltd.) Price 36s. 

IT IS NECESSARY, in understanding speci- 
fications, to have some discussion on the use 
of different materials. This textbook 
endeavours to show that the same physical 
laws govern any of the common materials, 
and that there are no fundamental differences 
in the analysis if the material is properly 
applicable. The book covers an elementary 
course in design as taught by the authors 
and their co-workers during the past years. 
Unnecessary use of formule has _ been 
avoided because the student can obtain a 
clearer picture of the behaviour of the 
member if there is no excessive formu- 
larisation. 


NEw Ways oF BuILDING. Edited by Eric 
de Maré. (London: The Architectural 
Press.) Price 30s. 

THE PURPOSE of this publication is to fill 
a gap by acting as an appendix or post- 
graduate course to the standard books used 
by architects and building students. It has 
been designed to be of value to the practising 
architects and to all others interested in con- 
temporary building. The book has been 
written by a group of men each a specialist 
in his subject. The illustrations of up-to-date 
examples of new ways of building do not 
only inform the reader on techniques, but 
also stimulate the designer’s visual imagina- 
tion. 


Evectric LiGHTING. By C. E. Gimson, 
M.Sc.(Eng.). (London: Cleaver-Hume 
Press, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 

THOSE who have to plan and instal light- 
ing systems for indoor and _ outdoor 
purposes, and everyone who has a personal 
lighting problem in business, industry or 
home, will find interest and can derive much 
useful information from this book. The 
author gives the general principles of good 
illumination, not all these are self-evident, 
and then shows how to put them into prac- 
tice with suitable or correctly-placed lamps. 
A range of fittings, from the drawing-room 
standard lamp to the outdoor neon light, 
is dealt with, and the text is interspersed 
with useful illustrations. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


WESTMINSTER ABBEY: ITS WORSHIP AND 
ORNAMENTS. By Joselyn Perkins. (London: 
Oxford University Press.) Price 35s. 

Data Book FoR Civit ENGINEERS (Vol. I 
—Design). By E. E. Seelye. (London: 
Chapman and Hall.) Price 80s. 

PLASTICS IN BUILDING. By Joseph B. 
Singer. (London: The Architectural Press.) 
Price 18s. 


++ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postagé and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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UNDISCOVERED FRANCE 
Buildings of Architectural Interest in 
the Central Plateau 
By B. S. TOWNROE, 0O.B.E., Hon.ARIBA 


N St. George’s Day, April 23, the 
Franco-British Society, of which Lord 
Bessborough, Hon.F.R.I.B.A., is chairman, 
is holding a meeting at Londonderry House, 
Park-lane, London, to help members to take 
a holiday off the beaten track in France, and 
so make the best of the £25 travel allowance. 
Architects and builders who are also 
searching for places in France, where hotels 
will provide the best of cooking at reason- 
able prices, and where many buildings are of 
particular architectural interest, might well 
consider the heart of France. Towns like 
Montpelier, Le Puy-en-Velay, Nevers, and 
other places in the Central Plateau used to 
be visited by our ancestors, but the present 
generation has been brought up to go to 
Paris or the Riviera and only to see some of 


_ the most romantic parts of France from the 


windows of an express train or of a car. 
Anthony Trollope was very fond of Le Puy; 
Rodbert Louis Stevenson of the Cevennes; 
and Arthur Young of the Auvergne. 


Le Puy is one of the most surprising towns 
in France. It is surrounded by extinct vol- 
canoes and volcanic rocks lying about in 
fantastic positions. The old houses were 
built’on the side of the hill selected by the 
Romans to be a strong point, while on the 
top is a cathedral, an unusual building. One 
side of it was part of the fortification of the 
bishop’s palace. One of the porches has the 
lowest order of the arch detached from the 
main arch except at three points. On the 
top of a rock on the outskirts of the town 
is a tiny tenth-century oratory 279 ft. above 
the ground. This is outstanding for delicacy 
of sculpture. Only about a mile away is 
an ugly and modern church built of ferro- 
concrete on the top of another volcanic rock. 


Montpelier is a city which well deserves 
a visit in these hard times. There are a 
number of good hotels and restaurants, as 
the city is the chief town of the department, 
the site of a historic university and the seat 
of a bishop. At one time many British 
peole spent the winter there, for the climate 
was dry and reputed to be good for tuber- 
culosis. 

Another most picturesque old town built 
on a precipitous rock, and far less visited 
than it would be if its attractions were better 
known, is the town of Saint-Flour. The 
foundations of the cathedral, of the 
eighteenth-century bishop’s palace, now the 
town hall, and of many quaint houses are all 
basalt. The town can be'seen’ from many 
miles away, just as Lincoln Cathedral is 
visible from many parts of the plains of 
Lincolnshire. Saint-Flour, although its popu- 
lation is under 5,000, has three hotels, and 
is the centre for many excursions to 
neighbouring villages. 


Not far away is Roquefort, where the 
famous cheeses are made of ewe milk and 
ripened in caves in the limestone cliff. Other 
centres suggested to those anxious to have 
their holidays off the beaten track are 
Brioude, overlooking the River Allier,-where 
the tomb of St. Julien was a place of pil- 
grimage in the Middle Ages; Aurillac, the 
capital of Upper Auvergne; Blesle with three 
hotels, a thirteenth-century keep and a 
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from the fourteenth century; Saint Nectaire, 
where _there are warm springs, and where 
the church is a jewel of Romanesque archi- 
tecture. 

M. Maurice Vignon, who is an authority 
on France, tells me that this Central Plateau, 
with all its attractions, still remains inex- 
pensive. For a holiday in 1952, follow in 
the foOtsteps of Arthur Young and Anthony 
Trollope! 


THE LANDS TRIBUNAL 


A Talk at the R.I.C.S. 


"THE purpose and function of The Lands 

Tribunal was discussed by SiR WILLIAM 
FITZGERALD, M.C., president of the Tribunal 
at a meeting of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors on March 3. Sir 
William began by saying that The Lands 
Tribunal Act could be described as one of 


those minor Acts in that spate of legislation’ 


sponsored by the Labour Government 
during their first period of office after the 
war. The following are extracts from his 
remarks:—  ., 

Since we came into being two years ago 
probably the greater part of our time has 
been occupied with rating appeals, but 
undoubtedly our most important work is 
that in connection with the compulsory 
acquisition and- compensation for land. 
Compulsory purchase of land by the State 
or a body approved by the State was a 
principle well established and enforced in 
practice for over 100 years before the pass- 
ing of The Lands Tribunal Act. 

I need hardly remind you that such powers 
became a practical necessity during the 
building of our great railways, and were 
sanctioned by Parliament in the Lands 
Clauses (Consolidation) Act, 1845. Why 
then did it become necessary in 1949 to set 
up an entirely new body to adjudicate on 
matters of compulsory acquisition? The 
answer .is to be found in the speeches of 
the Lord Chancellor and the Attorney 
General in introducing the Bill. Earl Jowitt 
emphasised that the official arbitrators who 
previously did most of the work now 
assigned to us were specially qualified in 
matters of valuation, but they were not 
lawyers. 

Disputes on questions of law could, it is 
true, be referred to the High Court by way 
of stating a case, but the whole basis of 
the code which they had to administer had 
been radically changed by the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, which intro- 
duced the conception of existing use value, 
and with it a number of very complex pro- 
visions which may often in particular cases 
raise questions of the most acute legal diffi- 
culty. The Attorney Gengral stressed the 
advantage to be gained by securing close 
co-ordination and consistency of decisions. 
Speakers in both Houses of Parliament 
stressed the great importance of keeping the 
procedure as simple as possible, and we have 
endeavoured to give effect to this opinion 
in the Rules. 

Section 2 of the Act stipulates that the 
tribunal shall consist of a president and a 
number of other members. The president 
shall be a person who has held judicial 
office under the Crown or a barrister of seven 
years’ standing. The number of the remain- 
ing members is to be decided by the Lord 
Chancellor, who is also to decide how many 
members shall be barristers or solicitors of 


church without its bell tawer and a bell seven years’ standing, and how many shall 


tower without its church; Murols, a popular 
but small summer resort with a castle dating 


be persons who have had experience in the 
valuation of land. The latter are to be 
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appointed after consultation with the presi- 
dent of the R.LCS. 

The provisions governing the procedure 
of The Lands Tribunal are to be found 
partly in the Act itself, partly in The Lands 
Tribunal Rules, 1949, and partly in certain 
sections of the Arbitration Acts, 1889-1934, 
now the Arbitration Act, 1950, which have 
been made to apply to proceedings before 
the tribunal. In addition the President of 
The Lands Tribunal has power to give direc- 
tions on procedure. 

Disputes arising in relation to determina- 
tions of development value by the Central 
Land Board under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947,-were to have been 
decided by the Official Arbitrators, but by 
the 1949 Act special provision was made 
by sub-section (3) (d) of Section 1 to refer 
these disputes exclusively to the Tribunal. 


Other Activities 


The Local Government Act, 1948, pro- 
vided that rating appeals from the Local 
Valuation”“Courts set up by the Act would 
lie to the County Court. Rating appeals 
under Section 49 of the Local Government 
Act now lie to The Lands Tribunal, which 
replaces the former system of appeals from 
Assessment Committees to Quarter Sessions. 
In addition certain disputes relating to water 
rates under Sections 62 and 87 of that Act 
are now referred to The Lands Tribunal. 

Section 4 of the Act contains extensive 
powers to add to our jurisdiction and may 
greatly influence the scope and development 
of the tribunal in the future. This section 
provides that an Order in Council may 
direct that questions which are required or 
authorised by any Act, including a local 
or private Act to be determined by any 
statutory tribunal, shall or may be deter- 
mined instead by The Lands Tribunal if it 
appears that the questions are appropriate 
for the tribunal as involving valuation of 
land, or that it is desirable to promote 
uniformity of decision, or to use economi- 
cally the services of those having special 
qualifications. I think, it may reasonably 
be anticipated that in any future Acts involv- 
ing the establishment of judicial tribunals 
to give effect to their provisions, Parliament 
will be inclined to take advantage of the 
machinery already to hand. 

War-damage valuation appeals, work on 
which is drawing to a close, were transferred 
to The Lands Tribunal by Order in Council 
in April, 1950. Further jurisdictions were 
conferred by the Licensing Act, 1949, the 
National Parks and Access to the Country- 
side Act, 1949, the Mineral Workings Act, 
1951, the Mineral Development Charge Set- 
off Regulations, 1951, and the Forestry Act, 
1951. 

It will be seen, therefore, that the juris- 
diction is both varied and extensive. The 
branch of our work which covers assess- 
ment of compensation for compulsory 
acquisition is governed by statute, and it will 
be borne in mind that, although expropria- 
tion is foreign to our political philosophy, 
there is no common law right to compensa- 
tion. 


APPOINTMENTS OPEN 

Tue L.C.C. invite applications by 
May 9 for (1) Head of Building Trades 
Department, Grade II, £1,000-£1,150, 
and (2) Head of Building (Professional 
Courses) Department, Grade IIT, £1,150- 
£1,300, at the Hammersmith School of 
Building and Arts and Crafts. Details 
advertised in this issue. 


¢ 





LAW REPORTS 


Alleged Failure to Provide “Safe ” 
Means of Access 


QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BeFoRE MR. JUSTICE PARKER. 
Sheppey v. Matthew T. Shaw and Co. 


HE interpretation of the word “ safe,” so 

as to comply with the provisions of 

the Building Safety, Health and Welfare 

Act, 1948, was discussed by Mr. JUSTICE 

PARKER in the Queen’s Bench Division on 
April 8. 

Before the court was a claim by Mrs. Ivy 
Lillian Sheppey, of 116, Mortlake-road, 
Ilford, the widow of a steel erector, who 
alleged breaches of statutory and common- 
law duty by her husband’s employers, 
Messrs. Matthew T. Shaw and Co., Ltd., of 
West Ferry-road, Millwall, E. 

Giving judgment, Mr. JusTICE PARKER 
said that in January, 1950, Mr. Samuel 
Sheppey, then aged 60, was working for the 
defendants, a well-known firm of steel 
erectors, at the site of a new school at 
Midhurst, Sussex. He was working about 
20 ft. above ground and he fell—but it was 
not clear exactly what he was doing at the 
time of his fall. He died before he could 
regain consciousness. 

With two other steel erectors, said the 
judge, Mr. Sheppey was engaged on finishing- 
off, or painting, steel that had already been 
erected. Each man worked independently in 
separate bays. After the dinner hooter was 
sounded, one of the other workmen started 
to descend his ladder and then heard the 
clatter of a paint-pot falling. Then he saw 
the body of Mr. Sheppey lying on. the 
ground. 

His lordship. described the steel structure 
along which the workmen had to climb to 
get back to their ladder. 

Plaintiff relied upon the 1948 Act, part 
of which provided that there must be safe 
means of access to a place of work so far 
as was reasonably practicable. The only 
inference which his lordship felt he could 
properly draw was that Mr. Sheppey, when 
he fell, was using a means of access from his 
place of work to go to his dinner. 

What was the true meaning of the word 
“safe”? in this context? It had been urged 
upon his lordship by the defendants that it 
meant “reasonably safe,” bearing in mind 
the type of man who was going to use it. 
Steel erectors were accustomed to heights 
greater than this, and it was said that they 
could climb like cats—often with no hand- 
rail, 

The judge continued: “I got little help by 
adding the word ‘ reasonable.’ Whatever the 
epithet used, it must be a degree of safety 
which to some extent foresees that human 
beings from time to time will not exercise 
a very high degree of care for their own 
safety. I cannot think that a means of access 
which involves clambering along as I have 
described, at the same time manipulating a 
paint-pot, could be ‘safe,’ albeit to a steel 
erector. 

“Tt ‘can be said that a means of access 
would be safe for a steel erector but unsafe 
for a lawyer. But too much attention must 
not be paid to that, otherwise you would be 
testing the safety by the skill of the user 
in avoiding danger. I think this was not 
safe, even for a steel erector.” 

The next point was: Could the defendants 
say it was reasonably impracticable to pro- 
vide a safe or safer means of access? 

His lordship did not see anything imprac- 
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ticable in having a workman on the ground 
to move an extension ladder to the point 
where any workman was ready to descend. 
It might be that that would be an added 
expense, but not so great as to make it 
impracticable. Thus the defendants were in 
breach of their statutory duty and—though 
it was unnecessary to decide—it seemed as 
though they were also in breach of their 
common-law duty. 

Defendants had entered a plea of sole or 
contributory negligence by Mr. Sheppey, but 
the judge found against their contentions. 

His lordship awarded Mrs. Sheppey £1,050 
damages, with costs, and granted the defend- 
ants’ application that there should be a stay 
of execution for 21 days pending a possible 
appeal. 


Alleged Union Interference on Job 
CHANCERY DIVISION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE DANCKWERTS. 


Walker (Tooting), Ltd., v. National 
Association of Operative Plasterers 


A SATISFACTORY , SETTLEMENT had been 
reached which would enable work to be re- 
sumed, stated counsel when Mr. Justice 
Danckwerts, in the Chancery Division on 
April 8, had before him a motion by Walker 
(Tooting), Ltd., building contractors, who 
sought to restrain the National Association 
of Operative Plasterers and two. of its 
officials, Mr. Robert Embledon and Mr. 
George Cyril Marchant, from interfering 
with E. E, Cheeseman, Ltd., to prevent them 
carrying out a contract for plastering work 
at Kidbrooke Park Schools, Greenwich. 

At a previous hearing it was stated that 
the case arose out of a dispute between the 
plasterers’ and carpenters’ unions concerning 
the fixing of laths on which plaster was 
spread. The plaintiffs were engaged in 
erecting the school for the London County 
Council at a cost of £140,000. They had sub- 
contracted the plastering to Messrs. Cheese- 
man who, apparently, did not wish to fix the 
laths on which the plaster was spread. The 
plaintiffs, therefore, engaged carpenters to do 
the work and, until the end of January, the 
work went well and harmony reigned. Then 
the dispute arose between the two unions and 
the work was brought to a standstill. 

Mr. Norman King, for the plaintiffs, 
said that a _ satisfactory settlement had 
been reached which would permit the work 
to be resumed and, therefore, with the judge’s 
approval, it had been agreed that the motion 
should be treated as the trial of the action 
and that there should be judgment for the 
defendants, with costs. 

The judge: No doubt that is satisfactory 
to the defendants. 

Mr. M. Nicholas, for the defendants: Yes, 
entirely. 


TOWN PLANNING INQUIRY 
Conversion of Cinema to Civic Theatre 


PLaNnt for converting the Roxy cinema, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, into a £30,000 civic 
theatre were considered at a public inquiry 
at Newcastle recently. 

Applying for the compulsory purchase of 
the cinema and adjoining properties, the 
Corporation said that Newcastle had been 
classified in a national survey as a theatre- 
starved area. The civic theatre project had 
been under review by the local council for 
eight years. It now had Ministry approval, 
a building licence had been issued, and the 
Arts Council were making a £6,000 grant. 

In announcing his decision, the Minister 
refers to a letter sent to him by the Corpora- 
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tion in December of last year, and says he 
notes that the Corporation have resolved to 
defer consideration of the scheme for 
the conversion of the Roxy cinema for a 
period of 12 months.. In these circumstances, 
adds the Minister, he is not satisfied that it 
is immediately necessary in the interests of 
the proper planning of the area that the 
acquisition of the land should take place 
at the present time, and he is therefore not 
prepared to confirm the Order. 


THE EUROPEAN TIMBER 
MARKET 
Fall in Consumption of Sawn Softwood 


J NCREASING buyers’ resistance to timber 
prices, despite strong continuing demand 
for pulpwood, pitprops and other categories 
of timber, is noted in a report issued on April 
1 by the secretariats of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe and Food 
and Agriculture Organisation. 
European prices for all timber increased 
steadily during the first three quarters of 


1951, the period covered in the ECE/FAO . 


Quarterly Bulletin of Timber Statistics.* The 
end of the third quarter was, therefore, 
characterised by “ unusual uncertainty and 
uneasiness as to the future of the... 
market,” particularly as regards sawn soft- 
wood, according to the bulletin. 

Corresponding rises in production levels 
and in timber trade produced favourable 
market conditions for all types of forest pro- 
ducts which “greatly contributed to the 
Strengthening of the balance-of-payments 
position in the main timber-exporting coun- 
tries.” The United Kingdom, the main 
European importer of sawn softwood, was 
expected to cut her imports from Europe in 
1952 to only half the 1951 level and con- 
tinental importing countries are not likely to 
increase their imports, with the possible 
exception of Western Germany. 

In the first three quarters of 1951, imports 
of sawn softwood by European countries 
were 33 per cent. higher than during the 
corresponding period in 1950, and were 
already close to the 1950 import total. This 
increase was, however, entirely due to the 
very important rise in United Kingdom 
imports. In most European countries imports 
of sawn softwood declined, except for 
Western Germany, where the volume 
remained practically unchanged, and Switzer- 
land, where the’small import volume doubled. 

An increase in sawn softwood exports by 
Sweden and Finland was enough to account 
more or less for the total increase in exports 
by European countries, which was 1,969,700 
standards by September, 1951, as against 
ro standards in January-September, 

0. ‘ 

Despite reduced imports, and contrary to 
earlier expectations, stocks of sawn softwood 
in most importing countries did not show any 
perceptible decline. In the United Kingdom, 
by the end of September, 1951, stocks were 
about double those of a year earlier. “ This 
state of the European sawn softwood stock 
level indicates,” the bulletin says, “ that the 
general level of consumption of sawn soft- 
wood in many of the importing countries had 
declined . . . no doubt largely due to high 
prices for sawn wood, and also the general 
rise in the cost of building and the increased 
difficulties in financing experienced in most 
European countries.” 





*The Timber Statistics Quarterly Bulletin, Vol. 
IV, No. 3, includi market reports for January- 
September. 1951, fo twelve European countries, is 
available from the sales agents for United Nations 
publications, Geneva (bilingual French-English 
edition, 109 pages), price 3s. 9d. 
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HOUSE BUILDING 
CONTRACTS 
Considerations Affecting Speed of 
Completion 
"THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, in Circular 42/1952, 


issued on April 9, invites Housing Authori- 
ties to adopt the following suggestions for 
the more rapid completion of houses built 
for them under contract. 

Form of contract: Use should be made 
of the standard form of contract for local 
authorities prepared by the Royal Institute 
of British Architects in association with the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors.. This form of con- 
tract is popular in the building industry. It 
is already widely used by local authorities, 
but often with amendments which vary 
between authority and authority. Such 
alterations to the standard conditions and 
contrary or conflicting provisions in the bills 
of quantities or other contract documents 
are liable to give rise to misunderstandings 
and may lead to claims by contractors. They 
may also deter builders from tendering and 
reduce competition or add to the prices 
tendered. The Working Party on Building 
and the Girdwood Committee on House- 
Building Costs both recommended the use 
of the standard contract without alteration. 

Method of payment: Wherever possible 
advantage should be taken of the’ reference 
to “stage payments” in paragraph 24 (b) 
of the standard contract to make an agree- 
ment (which would be a contract document) 
with the contractor whereby he would 
receive interim payments at agreed progres- 
sive stages of completion of the houses (or 
of stipulated groups of houses if the contract 
were for a large number) instead of at 
stipulated periods of time whether the pro- 
gress then made with the completion of the 
houses is good or bad. The proposed 
stages would, of course, have to be specified 
in the invitation to tender. They might 
be:— 

1st.—Up to damp course level including site concrete. 

2nd.—Up to first floor with joists. 

3rd.—Up to eaves level. 

4th.—Roof timbered and tiled or slated and stacks 
completed. 

5th.—Flooring, stairs, and partitions completed and 
ceiling boards fixed. 

6th.—Plastering and glazing and services and fire- 
places completed. 

7th.—Doors, cupboards and dressers, skirtings and 
pavings completed. 

8th.—Internal plumbing and painting and decora- 
tions completed. 

9th.—Drainage and paths, fences and external works 

completed. 


Small builders with limited financial 
resources may not be willing to enter into 
a “stage payments” agreement, but for 
sizeable contracts an obligation on the con- 
tractor to bring the work to specified stages 
in order to qualify for successive interim 
payments should result in the faster comple- 
tion of groups of houses in the contract, and 
in the finishing of the whole contract nearer 
to the stipulated time. 

The maximum sum due from time to time 
under the contract should be paid promptly, 
and certainly within the period named in the 
contract. The Minister will consider applica- 
tions for supplemental loan sanction to meet 
interim payments due under the contract for 
unforeseen extra costs incurred, in order to 
minimise outstanding balances held pending 
the settlement of final accounts. Such appli- 
cations should be supported by full’ parti- 
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culars ef the additional costs to which they 
relate. 

Retention Money: As suggested in para- 
graph 4 of the Appendix to Circular 160/47, 
retention money should be related to the 
completion of individual houses and quicker 
completions encouraged by the payment of 
three-quarters of the retention money on 
practical completion of individual houses or 
groups of houses. It is to be noted that 
clause 24(c) of the standard contract re- 
quires the “limit of retention fund” to be 
inserted in the Appendix to the contract as 
a fixed sum and not as a percentage. 

Payments for fluctuations in costs of 
labour and materials: Payments shown to 
be due to the contractor for increased costs 
under the fluctuations clause of the contract 
should be included in interim certificates and 
should not be subject to a deduction for 
retention money. 

Bills of Quantities: Some builders—par- 
ticularly in rural districts—take the view 
that house-building, which is simpler and 
more repetitive than many other forms of 
building, can in appropriate circumstances 
be tendered for without bills of quantities. 
The Minister recognises that many builders 
prefer to tender on bills of quantities but 
he would be willing to approve the accept- 
ance by a Local Authority of a satisfactory 
tender without their use. Specifications 
should be complete and detailed. 

Variations of design and_ substitute 
materials: The design or equipment of the 
houses in a contract should not be varied 
as work progresses. Such variations involve 
delay and expense, and may upset the even 
flow of the contractor’s work. The houses 
should be allowed to proceed to completion, 
variations noted as improvements during 
their construction being left to be included 
in the next group of houses to be built. 
Before specifications are settled it should be 
confirmed that the materials proposed to be 
specified are available. Nevertheless, the use 
of substitute materials must be readily per- 
mitted if delay is not to result because a 
particular specification is temporarily not 
obtainable. Greater use should be made of 
the formula “ . or other equal and ap- 
proved.” The naming of, or too rigid 
insistence upon, proprietary articles under 
prime cost items should be avoided. The 
Authority will realise the advantage of em- 
powering their architect or other senior 
technical offier at once to allow the use of 
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substitute materials whenever he is satisfied 
that delay in construction would otherwise 
result; and of encouraging close and con- 
tinuous contact between their offices and 
contractors during the progress of the work. 

Erection of houses by small builders 
under Circular 92/46: Many houses have 
been built for Local Authorities, both by 
contractors building on their own land and 
by small -builders unused to building under 
full-scale contract conditions, under the 
arrangements set out in Circular 92/46. 
These arrangements should continue to be 
used where appropriate. They enable, for 
instance, a small builder to build for sale at 
an agreed price to the Local Authority, 
houses identical with houses already built to 
current standards and economy of design, 
without detailed plans, bills of quantities, 
specifications or full contract conditions. 
Local Authorities need not regard themselves 
as tied to the maximum of 12 houses speci- 
fied in paragraph 3 of Appendix A to the 
Circular. 

The Minister hopes that the Authority 
will give these suggestions early considera- 
tion. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Standards 


TPHE following motion stands on the 
Order Paper in the names of a number 
of Labour members :— 

“That this House deplores the recently 
expressed intention of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to lower still further the standards 
for local authority houses and calls upon 
all concerned to see that no houses are 
built which are not adequately equipped for 
the housewives who have to work in them.” 


Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts 


On April 8 Mr. ALport asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government what 
action he was taking to raise the money 
advanced to prospective house owners under 
the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts from 
90 per cent. to 95 per cent. of the capital 
sum involved. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the limitation 
of. an advance under the Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Acts to 90 per cent. of the value 
of the property was statutory. Owing to 
the uncertainty of values at the moment, he 
was not persuaded that to remove the limit 
would be effective, since under this Act 
local authorities were empowered, not 
required, to make these advances. 


Chairman .of Housing Committee 

On April 8 Mr. PaRGITER - asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether his attention had been called to 
cases where the chairman of the housing 
committee of a local authority was also a 
contractor to the same council for the build- 
ing of council dwellings; and whether he 
would issue instructions as to the undesira- 
bility of such an arrangement. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that no such cases 
had been brought to his attention and he 
saw no reason for issuing any instructions 
on this subject. 


Transferable Licences 


On April 8 Mr. Sparks asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government if he 
was aware that, since the increase in the 
quota of private building licences, many 
local authorities in Greater London with 
land available and who previously accepted 
transferred building licences from persons 
in built-up areas under the terms of circular 


G 





602 


73/51, were now refusing to do so and that 
this caused hardship to persons on the 
housing lists of authorities who had no land 
for such development; and if he would issue 
a further circular to encourage the use of 
the transferable licence in order to achieve 
the maximum housing development. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said the answer to the 
first part of the question was that he was 
aware of some such cases. He issued a 
circular in which advice was given on this 
matter in November. He was not persuaded 
the issue of a further circular at the present 
time was wise. But he was watching the 
position closely. 


Mortgage Rates 

On April 8 Mr. CHeTwynp asked the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer whether he 
would introduce legislation to protect the 
holders of existing mortgages from the 
increase in rates of interest in respect of 
the outstanding premiums. 

Mr. BUTLER replied in the negative. 


The House stands adjourned for the 
Easter Recess until April 21. 


BELFAST AREA 
PLANNING 


Commission’s Second Report 


[MPORTANT recommendations in regard 

to housing and the location of industry 
are contained in the second report recently 
issued by the Northern Ireland Planning 
ommission on planning proposals for the 
Belfast area. (The report [price 3s. 6d.] is 
on sale at H.M. Stationery Office.) 


On the subject of housing, the report 
states: “‘ We consider that the pressing need 
for houses must be looked upon as a 
national problem, towards the solution of 
which the activities of all housing agencies 
must be co-ordinated and concentrated.” 
The following are further extracts from the 
report :— 

The number of families registered on the 
Belfast Corporation list is about 22,000. A 
sample survey shows that 80 per cent. or 
17,600 of these applicants are still anxious 
to secure houses. It has been estimated that 
16 per cent. of these applicants have houses 
which are unsatisfactory, so that the net 
figure of families without individual houses 
may be about 15,000. There are also in 
the city at present more than 7,000 houses 
requiring immediate replacement, so that to 
provide for those without homes and to 
replace obsolete dwellings will require the 
urgent provision of 22,000 houses. 

It is clear that sufficient land is not avail- 
able in the city to meet these demands. The 
number of housing sites acquired or to be 
acquired within the city by the Corporation 
will accommodate 5,100 families. The sites 
made available through the clearance of the 
7,000 unfit houses will provide space for a 
further 1,000 houses, while the residue of 
undeveloped land will be only sufficient for 
1,800 houses, making a total of 7,900 hous- 
ing sites. Sites for the balance of 14,100 
must be found elsewhere. If it is to be 
assumed that the average family consists of 
four persons, then accommodation outside 
the city is required for about 56,000 people. 


Encroaching on Green Belt 

Before suggesting how the city’s needs 
-should be met, the housing requirements of 
the adjoining rural councils must be con- 
sidered. The number of applicants regis- 
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tered with these isin the region of 14,000, 
and it must be assumed that many of the 
applicants work in Belfast and seek accom- 
modation in or close to the city. If 75 per 
cent. of the applicants wish to live close to 
the city the number of houses needed in the 
vicinity of Belfast to meet the combined 
needs of the city and the adjoining rural 
areas is 24,600, accommodating a population 
of 98,400 people. 


The clamant need for houses leaves little 
alternative but to utilise portions of the 
green belt area for building purposes, and 
however much we deplore the need to 
encroach still further upon the agricultural 
zone, the fact must be faced that sites are 
required for 24,000 houses if the immediate 
demand is to be met. 


The following recommendations and con- 
clusions in regard to housing are also 
included in the report: (1) The demand for 
houses is such that we consider that the 
Government, in association with the respec- 
tive housing authorities, should examine the 
problem with a view to seeing whether it is 
Possible to devise some means whereby, 
through co-ordinated action, the needs could 
be met in the shortest possible time; (2) 
apart from the areas which we have zoned 
for housing round the city, we consider that 
all practicable steps should be taken to pre- 
serve what remains of the green belt or 
agricultural zone. : 


The report goes on to suggest that a 
detailed survey of the proposed residential 
areas in the city should be carried out with 
a view to formulating a programme of re- 
development based on the structural life of 
existing buildings. Pointing out that about 
6,500 houses remain of those built before 
1857 and that almost all of them are con- 
sidered as being unfit for human habitation, 
the report states that, apart from meeting 
the immediate needs of the city, there would 


be a continuing increase in the number of. 


houses needing to be replaced. 


The report also suggests that a survey of 
the proposed industrial and business zones 
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should be undertaken with a view to draw- 
ing up redevelopment plans for these areas. 

The view is expressed that the problem of 
compensation is undoubtedly a barrier to 
good ing, and it is strongly recom- 
mended that the Government should 
examine this matter with a view to introduc- 
ing legislation which would enable the plan- 
ning authorities to carry out their functions 
in such a manner as to cater for the best 
interests of the community, 


Location of Industry. 

On the industrial aspect the report states: 

It is essential, in our view, that the most 
vigorous steps should be taken to ensure 
that new industries are located outside the 
Belfast area. Since the end of the war over 
150 new industries have been established in 
Northern Ireland, giving employment to 
more than 15,000 people, about 30 per cent. 
of whom are engaged in the city. The diffi- 
culties of securing the location of new indus- 
tries outside the Belfast area are fully 
realised, particularly as the port facilities 
available at Belfast Harbour in themselves 
offer a very considerable attraction. 


We appreciate to the full the very great 
difficulties to be overcome if any marked 
reduction in the population of the Belfast 
area is to be secured by the location or re- 
location of industry. It is, however, in our 
opinion, the only method of tackling the 
problem which affords prospect of success. 

Every inducement possible should be given 
to industrialists to settle in communities 
other than Belfast, and as transport facili- 
ties will continue to be a predominant factor 
in the location of industries, we would sug- 
gest that the Government, in co-operation 
with the port authorities at Londonderry, 
Coleraine, Larne and Newry, should con- 
sider ways and means of improving the 
existing port services at these centres. Each 
of these ports could serve extensive hinter- 
lands in which are located towns which 
should be expanded. 


We feel that, were houses available, there 
would be no insurmountable difficulty. in 
securing workers, and we therefore advise 
that in suitable cases industrial premises 
and homes for the workers should be 
constructed simultaneously. We would also 
recommend for serious consideration the 
provision in certain selected areas of factory 
estates where sites and buildings would be 
made available. 


PRIZES FOR STUDENTS 
Cambridge Technical College 


THE ANNUAL PRESENTATION of prizes and 
certificates to students of the Department of 
Building and Architecture of the Cambridge- 
shire Technical College and School of Art 
took place recently. The presentations were 
made by Alderman Mrs. E. Mellish Clark, 
chairman of the College Governors. The 
annual report was presented by Mr. N. 
Johnson, Head of the Department. 

After the presentation, students ‘heard an 
address by Mr. Harvey G. Frost, president, 
Eastern Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers and chairman, Regional Joint Ap- 
prenticeship Committee. After discussing 
the tremendous strides made by science over 
a comparatively short period, Mr. Frost 
said that civilisation, which was balanced 
precariously, would rely on the younger 
generation for its future. Building was an 
important industry and in it were a number 
of opportunitities for young people to reach 
responsible and administrative positions. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Employment Figures 


According to the latest Ministry of Labour 
summary of the employment situation in 
Great Britain, there was little change in 
employment in the building and contracting 
industry during February. The figure at the 
end of the month was 1,411,000, 2,000 more 
than in January. 


Builders at Golf 


The Spring meeting of the Building 
Alliance Golfing Society will take place on 
the courses of the Walton Heath Golf Club 
on Thursday, May 8 next. Singles (Staple- 
ford Bogey) and two-balHi foursomes (Bogey) 
will be played. Prizes will be awarded for 
each event, including a scratch prize for the 
singles. The singles will be divided (1) Up 
to 12 handicap and (2) 13-22 (limit). Con- 
currently with the singles the “Dyke” 
Cup will be played for. Full particulars can 
be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
David T. Hill, Monument Station-buildings, 
King William-street, London, E.C.4. 


Fibre Board Imports 


At a meeting of the Executive Council held 
on March 19, Mr. Charles W. Anderson, 
vice-President of the Wallboard Importers’ 
Distributors’ and Merchants’ Association of 
the United Kingdom, reported on the out- 
come of representations by the Association 
to the Minstry of Materials regarding uni- 
form deduction from the c.if. value of fibre 
board imports upon which agreement had 
been reached and the decision of the 
Ministry that payments in respect of board 
arriving after June 30, 1952, would be 
carried forward and added to the importers’ 
sterling allocation for the second half of 
1952. 


Pedestrian Crossing Experiments 


Experiments have been carried out in 
Birmingham on the striping of pedestrian 
crossings by: a new process, “Centerlite.” 
This is a reflective road-marking material, 
consisting of millions of microscopic glass 
spheres pre-mixed in a white or yellow com- 
pound. Applied to road surfaces with 
normal spray equipment, it bonds to the 
road in a uniform coating that is said to 
increase in brilliance with wear. This is 
accomplished by pre-mixing these micro- 
scopic glass spheres in a _ long-wearing 
compound so that application and reflec- 
torising are carried out in one operation. The 
small glass lenses of “Centerlite” are so 
minute that they flow freely through any 
standard type of spray gun. The mixture 
of beads and compound is absolutely uniform 
and the compound goes on the road evenly 
without any loss of beads. Constant wear 
of traffic soon buffs the top layer of “ Center- 
lite” beads giving them a brilliant polish 
and as top layers are worn off succeeding 
layers of beads are exposed, “ Centerlite ” is 
manufactured in England by the Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing Co., Ltd., of 
Birmingham, who have based their develop- 
ment on the product marketed by their 
American associates, the Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Company of St. Paul, 
and their material, they claim, compares 
favourably in every way with the American 
product. Owing to its long life and excel- 
lent reflective properties this material has 
been widely adopted in America by no fewer 
than 40 of their States, and is used for all 
forms of road-marking. 
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Aluminium Alloys 


The Building Research Station have issued 
Digest No. 40.on Aluminium and Alu- 
minium Alloys in Building: Part II. Copies 
price 3d., may be purchased from H.M.S.O., 
York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 


Northern Ireland Hospitals Report 


The Third Annual Report, covering the 
year ended March 31, 1951, has been issued 
by the Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority. 
Copies may be obtained from the Secretary, 
58, Howard-street, Belfast. ; 
List of D.S.LR. Publications 

The Department of Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, Charles House, 5-11, Regent- 
street, S.W.1, has issued Sectional List No. 3 
on publications dealing with the work of the 
Department. Copies may be obtained from 
H.M.S.O., York House, Kingsway, W.C.2. 
Ten More “ Builder ” Houses 

Licences for ten more houses built to the 
winning design of Messrs. J. Lewis Womer- 
sley, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., and Geoffrey 
Hopkinson, B.Arch. (Liverpool); A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.L., in The Builder Low-Cost House 
Competition, have been granted to Messrs. 
T. Wilson and Son, Ltd., of Northampton, 
the builders of the four houses erected to the 
design last year. The new houses will be 
built in semi-detached form. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 

Plywood Consumption Licensing Ended 

The Ministry of Materials announces that 
an open general licence haS been issued 
authorising any person to acquire, supply 
and use any plywood (defined as including 
battenboard, blockboard and laminboard) 
situated in the United Kingdom. This licence 
is on sale at H.M.S.O., price 2d. 

This means that no plywood is now sub- 
ject to consumption licensing. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., are pleased to announce 
that Mr. R. M. Rigby has been elected to the board of 
directors and is proceeding io Canada immediately to 
join their Canadian company. 
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End of Apprentice Master Scheme 


AST month the last of the Government- 
sponsored Apprentice Master Schemes, 
as a result of which over a thousand build- 
ing trade apprentices were trained in Lon- 
don, came to an end. Commenting on the 
ending of the scheme, the President of the 
L.M.B.A., Mr. D. E. Woopsine ParisH, 
said : — 


“To the regret of some, to the relief of 
others, the Government’s short-term Appren- 
tice Master Scheme came to an end last 
month. The scheme started in 1945 to assist 
in providing opportunities for the training 
of apprentices during the time that the build- 
ing industry was being deployed to meet 
post-war needs and was finding difficulty in 
providing suitable work to absorb and train 
sufficient craft apprentices in the normal 
manner. 


“In the London Region 30 separate 
schemes were successfully completed, all of 
them under the guidance of apprentice 
masters who are members of the London 
Master Builders’ Association. As a result, 
1,039 apprentices who might otherwise have 
been lost to the building industry have now 
joined the ranks of its young craftsmen. 


“On behalf of the London Master 
Builders’ Association I should like, publicly, 
to thank most warmly all those employers 
and their staffs for the admirable manner in 
which they undertook the arduous responsi- 
bility of acting as apprentice masters. It 
was largely a labour of love, involving, at 
times, considerable difficulty and anxiety 
due to the limited facilities available, but 
the standard of craftsmanship and the 
enthusiasm displayed testify to the undis- 
puted success of the various schemes.” 


“ Learning from Leonardo” 


A party of building trade apprentices 
employed by members of the L.M.B.A. is 
to see the Leonardo da Vinci Exhibition at 
the Royal Academy under the guidance of 
the President, Sir Gerald Kelly, and Sir 
Robert Hyde, formerly Director of the 
Industrial Welfare Society on May 7. 


Shortly after the exhibition opened, Sir 
Robert Hyde wrote to The Times suggesting 
that the heads of engineering firms might 
consider sending groups of apprentices to see 
it because of Leonardo’s significance in the 
development of engineering science. The 
President of the L.M.B.A. thought that build- 
ing apprentices might also benefit from the 
experience. So he suggested that a party of 
them might be included. So great was the 
response to Sir Robert Hyde’s proposal that 
the President of the Royal Academy, enter- 
ing into the spirit of the thing has now set 
aside four evenings on which he will person- 
ally conduct the boys round the exhibition 
and explain the exhibits. Some 200 boys 
are to take part in each of the visits. 


L.M.B.A. Donation to B.A.S.A. 


Tue L.M.B.A. has sent a donation of ten 
guineas to the Building Apprentices’ Rowing 
Club, the members of which are indentured 
apprentices in the building industry in Lon- 
don. This year the club, which trains from 
the St. Paul’s School club-house in Hammer- 
smith, had the honour of being invited to 
enter a team for the Head of the River race: 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, President of the 
L.M.B.A. is one of the rowing club’s vice- 
presidents. 
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TRADE NEWS 
Spillers’ Laboratory, Cambridge 


The faience dressings for the window 
surrounds and the main door surrounds of 
the Central Laboratory, Cambridge, for 
Spillers, Ltd. (shown in photographs in our 
issue for March 28), were supplied by 
Messrs. Shaw’s Glazed Brick Company, Ltd., 
to the order of the architects, Messrs. 
Lanchester and Lodge, FF.R.I.B.A. The cast- 
stone copings and window-cills on the back 
elevation were supplied by Messrs. Emerson 
and Norris, Ltd. 


Rendering Material 


Details of the application of Compo-Seal, 
a waterproofer for cement products, have 
been published in booklet form by Oliver 
Keeling and Sons, Keynsham, Bristol. 


Fixing Devices 


A 22nd edition of the Fixing Devices 
Brochure, the company’s catalogue and price 
list, has been issued by the Rawiplug Co., 
Ltd., Rawlplug House, Cromwell-road, S.W.7. 


T.D.A. Quarterly Review 


The Timber Development Association, 
Ltd., 21, College Hill, E.C.4, have supplied 
details of their exhibit at last year’s Building 
Exhibition in the T.D.A. Quarterly Review. 
An article on building bye-laws and informa- 
tion on new development projects are also 
given. 

Building Land for Sale 

A freehold building estate, comprising 58 
“dead ripe” plots at the Orchard Estate, 
Braintree, Essex, will be put up for sale at 
2.30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 23, at the 
Constitutional Club, Braintree, by the auc- 
tioneers, Messrs. Connell and Silkstone, 9, 
George-street West, Luton. 


Paints and Wallpapers 


Messrs. G. S. Lavender and Co., Queen’s 
House, Leicester-square, W.C.2, have been 
appointed sole export agents for paints, 
varnishes and enamels manufactured by 
G. A. Willis, Ltd., of Aycliffe, nr. Darling- 
ton. Messrs. Lavender and Co. are anxious 
to appoint agents in overseas markets for 
these products, also for wallpapers. 


Insulated Cables Catalogue 


British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
have published a Mass-Impregnated Non- 
Draining Cables catalogue which gives 
details on construction, conductive sizes and 
current rating, and typical dimensions and 


weights. Copies may be obtained from 
eg House, Norfolk-street, London, 
é vote ; 


Restoration of Panelling 


It was decided to redecorate the vestry 
of St. Peter-upon-Cornhill, the City church 
off Gracechurch-street, in 1951, during 
restoration work for which Mr. H. Hubbard 
Ford, F.R.I.B.A., was the architect. The 
task of stripping the old paint in order to 
reveal the oak had to be faced. The walls 
of the vestry are panelled in English oak 
to a height of about ten feet or two-thirds 
of the full height of the room. Over a 
period of many years they had been covered 
with coat. after coat of paint and varnish 
until the fact that it was of oak -was entirely 
lost to sight. Quickstryp paint stripper, sup- 
plied by the Quickstryp Chemical Co., Ltd., 
was used to remove the layers. The main 
contractors were Walter Lilly and Co., Ltd. 


a 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Porthcawl Builders and Decorators, Ltd. (505640.) 
Regd. bpp 18, A a rd., Porthcawl, Glam. 
Nom. £500. W. A. Ashman 

Orockford’s Buildarn, ‘Ltd. (505665. ) Regd, March 
19., rr, oo fire -rd. _ Pankerton, Kent. 
Nom. cap. : C. Crockford. 

AG F Rioldicnts & Son, 


A $. 
March 19, Le Chalet, Send arsh, Ripley, Surrey, 
Dir. : 


bldrs. and contracters, etc. Nom. cap.: £100 
D. Holdforth. 
fe and Thurlow, Ltd. Ego ms Regd. March 
9b, New Cavendish-st, db Nom. 


etc. 
ays ‘£1,000. Dir.: R. H. Thurlow, * Goddington- 
hse., Court-rd., Orpington, Kent. 
J. R. Cordeli’ & Sons, Ltd. (505726.) d. March 
20, as Bank-chbrs., 159, Stoke Newington 
High-st. 16, vm and contractors, Nom. cap.: 
£1,000, Dir.: E. W. Cordell, 46, Oakfield-rd., E.5. 
Woodham’s and ‘Pyler, Ltd.  (505849.) ' Regd. 
March 22, 179, High:st., Bromley, Kent, ag ae. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub.: L. A. Ball, , Alders- 
mead-rd., Beckenham 
Griffiths & Sons (Crewe), Ltd. (505813.) Regd. 
March 22, Neville-st., Crewe, Ches., bidrs. and con- 
tractors. Nom, cap.: £5,000. Dir.: ’§. Griffiths, The 
iat 278, Crewe-rd., Willaston, Nantwich. 
J. Taylor & Sons, L ( Regd. March 
24, Between Towne-rd.. , Oxford, bldr. and con- 
ae, Nom. ay Dir.: H. J. Taylor, 48, 
Church Hill-rd. A aay 
J. E. Hughes (Wallasey), Ltd. (505866.) Regd. 
March 24, 33, Newland-dr., Wallasey, bidr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap. : £5,000. Dir.: J. Hughes. 
A. O. Horsnel! & Son, Ltd. (505882) Regd. March 
25, 32, Rainsford-rd.,- pegs 1S ios. bidrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £7, » &. 
Horsnell, ‘Linnells, Watchouse- ~ Galieywood. 


“s 
Bird and Cargill, Ltd, (505688). Regd. March 25, 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: W. Bird, 565, 
Whitton-ave., West, Greenford, Middx. 
Bulcock Bros., Lid. ( ) Regd. March “25, 
sapeete. Princess... Blackburn, 


bidrs., etc. C. J. Buleock. 
Y per & Sons Pii95ay. Ltd. Regd. 
26, a Endcliffe-cres., 


Walley. me 
ir. 


(506036 ). 
Sheffield, 10, —. 
Nom. ‘cap: £10,000. Dir.: 
heffield, 10. 


March 26 
ane contractors, etc. 
B. Roper, 11, Denbank-ave. 
cals and Haynes, Ltd. | (505895.) Regd. March 
28, Bedford-rd., Tottenham, N.15, bidrs., con- 
lite. etc. Nom. op: £100. Dir.: A. W. Collis. 
Nightingale, Ltd. (505965.) Regd. March 


25, Chilmark Station-rd e Liss, Hants, bldrs., etc. 
oe cap.: £1,000. : W. H. Nightingale. 

A. Hayes Goh x), Lid.  (505978.) Regd. 
Maich 26, Stork otwells. Bristol, bldrs. and 
contractors, Nom. £1,000. Dir.: V. C. T. 


ag Earlswood, Winterbourne Earls, Salisbury, 
ilts 
Froom Wimbled Ltd. (505997.) Regd. March 
26, 59/61, Hartfield-td.. Wimbledon, 8.W.19, Haw. 
contractors, ete. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. W. 
Froom, Green Hill, 
J. Emiyn Williams, Ltd. (506005.) Regd. March 
2%, 163, Victoria-rd., Aston, per Mey 6, _bidr. 
and contractor. Nom. cap.: £25,000. Dir.: V 
hed iams. 
. W. Gibbs & Sons, Ltd. (506061.) Regd. March 

a 18, Alma-St., Taunton, Som., bldrs. and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap £4.000. Dir.: H. Gibbs. 
Alfred A ig (Bowes Park), Ltd. (506042.) Regd. 
March , Station-rd., Bowes ee N.21, bldrs., 
ete. on ‘cap.: £10 000. Dir.: S.'S. Pryke, 11, 
Branscombe-gans., Winchmore aah 


DOHM ._of; 


Sutton, oo 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Scottish Cement Imports 


BRITAIN is importing about 6,000 tons of 


cement a week from Belgium, mainly to 
supply the building industry in Scotland, 
said Mr. HucH Motson, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works, at a 
Press conference in the Kelvin Hall, Glas- 
gow, in connection with the Building and 
Civil Engineering Exhibition. The Ministry, 
he said, were concerned about the threatened. 
shortage of cement in Scotland, especially 
as these imports would have to come to 
an end in the near future because it was 
necessary to pay for them in gold. 

Scotland’s building industry required 
about 20,000 tons of cement a week, of 
which about 5,000 tons were produced in 
Scotland, and the foreign imports had been 
started as an emergency measure. 

After a special meeting with the Joint 
Advisory Panel of the Building and. Civil 
Engineering Industries for Scotland, Mr. 
Molson said that it was an undisputed fact 
that the production per man in the building 
industry had fallen by more than 20 per 
cent. compared with pre-war. 

The Government believed that this was 
partly due to the arbitrary limit of 200,000 
set to the number of houses that might be 
built. Under the new Government the only 
limit to the number of houses would be 
the labour and the materials available. 

With the use of incentive payment schemes 
related to output, and as a result of the 
concessions in the Budget, it was hoped that 
there would be increased production. 

Referring to brick production, Mr. Molson 
said the Scottish industry had to be con- 
gratulated on having increased its output 
by a higher percentage than in England. If, 
however, Scotland was to be self-supporting, 
there remained a need for increased pro- 
duction capacity. Economy in the use of 
building materials was of paramount im- 
portance, and he trusted that architects and 
local authorities would use reinforced or 
pre-stressed concrete as much as possible 
in place of structural steel. 

One most important point was the need 
for a standardisation of local bye-laws in 
Scotland, for the work of those concerned 
with fittings, for instance, could be simplified 
if there were fewer variations from place 
to place. The matter was now receiving 
attention. 


Exhibit on Building Costs 

AFTER MAKING A TOUR of the Building 
and Civil Engineering Exhibition at the 
Kelvin Hall, Glasgow, recently, COMMANDER 
GALBRAITH, Joint Under-Secretary of State 
for Scotland, said that particularly interest- 
ing was the display which showed how the 
increase in building costs came about. The 
price of a house costing £545 in 1938 had 
risen to £1,850, and detailed information 
of how that increase arose was given in 
the display. 

Commander Galbraith said he thought the 


architect had gone as far as it was possible 


to go in planning the best space-saving 
design of house, and it now seemed to him 
that it was up to the building industry to 
see what it could do towards getting costs 
down. By the building industry he meant 
everyone connected with it. He was not 
only alluding to managers of firms, but to 
all men employed in every trade in the 
industry. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Cockenzie and Port Seton.—B.C. to build 32 
traditional houses at old golf course site. Plans by 
Fairbrother, Hall & Hedges, 27, Rutland-sq., 
Edinburgh. 

Dumbartonshire.—C.C. proposes additions to the 
Academy at Lenzie, from plans to be prepared by 
the County Architect, B, F. Gibb (F.), Ferry-rd., 
Kilpatrick. 

East Kilbride.—Plans to be prepared for 145 
houses (2nd development) at the Murray site, for 
which the architect is Donald Raey (F.), Terrence 
House, Bast Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new works 
est. to cost £17,000, which are to be erected at 
the Shieldhall Dock. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F. & A.), 180, Hope-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for 70 houses 
and shops to be erected at the central area housing 
site, for the Conporation. The architects are 
Frank Burnet, Boston & Bell (F. & A.), 190, Hope- 
st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Greenock.— Plans in the hands of their own 
architects |for extensions and ee at 
their tobacco leaf warehouse, by the British 
American Tobacco Co., Ltd., Millbrook, Southamp- 
ton. 

Hawick.—B.C. propose erection of 20 houses at 
Burnfoot. Plans by John A. W. Grant, architect, 
%, Melville-st., Edinburgh, 

Invergordon.—District Council propose alterations 
to Alness Public Hall. Plans by J. 8S. Ross, 

L.R.1.B.A., Castle Brae, Tain. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for new scheme of 
houses to be erected at Fallside-rd. site, Bothwell, 
for which the architects are Scott & Holmes, Ltd., 
Bothwell. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans in hand for a new fire station 
and complete offices for the district. The archi- 
tects are Gavin Paterson & Son (A.), 6, Cadzow-st., 
The Cross, Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. has a scheme of new houses 
to be erected at the Mill housing site, Tankerton, 
Woolforooks, for which the architect is Samuel 
MacOoll, F.Ri.B.A., County-chbrs,, Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. ; 

Renfrewshire.—C.C. are to have plans meceered 
for_a new secondary school, est. to cost £300,000 
at Port Glasgow. The architect is Thomas Hep- 
burn, Education Offices. Paisley West. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (+t) denotes closing 
date for applications; “the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


APRIL 17. 
tHove B.C.—24 flats at Sunninghill estate. 
May 19 


BS., 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by A 
APRIL 22, 

*tBirmingham T.C.—127 dwellings and flats on 
three sites. H. J. Manzoni, City E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s, neg site). 

“tSurrey C€.C.—Three police houses at Longfield- 
rd.. Dorking. County A., Kingston. 


APRIL 26. 

tThedwastre R.D.C.—Four houses at Norton and 
four at Walsham-le-Willows. Hunt Coates, 
Council’s Architect, 84, Gnuildhall-st.. Bury Si. 
Edmunds. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 28. 

Basford R.D.C.—110 houses at Calverton and 186 
houses at Ruddington. J. J. G. Ellis, engineer, 
surveyor and housi me ype Rock -hse., “Stock- 
hil-la, Dep. £3 3s. (each ntract). 

Farnham U. Do Se colndee at Bagshot Lea. 
a & §., Council Offices Anrexe, Soutnst. Dep. 

2s. : 

*+Managers C. of E. re. Rottingdean.— New 
prim. sch. Hilton & J. Wright, architects, 11, 
Campden Hill-rd., f Bg “W.8. Dep. £5 5s. 
Saddieworth U.D.C.—14 ‘houses at Spring Wood 
estate, Delph. Howard & oe architects, 88, 
Mosley-st., Manchester 2. Dep. £2 2s, 

*+West Sussex ©.C.—Erection of sec. mod. sch. 
at Chichester. County A., County Hall, Chichester. 
APRIL 29. 

Cookham R.D.C.—20 houses at Woodlands Park 
estate, White Waltham. James H. Beevis,. architect 
and surveyor, Council Offices, 1, Bath-rd., Maiden- 


lead. Dep. £2 2s. 
Sheffield T.C.—16 cottages at five sites. W. G. 


THE BUILDER 


Davies, City Architect, Town Hall. Dep. £1 (each 
contract). 
APRIL 30. 

East Riding C.C.—Four police houses and two 
garages at St. Chard-rd., Bridlington. County A., 
County Hall, Beverley. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gipping R.D.C.—Four houses at Helmingham. 
E. & S., Council Offices, Needham Market, nr. 
Ipswich. Dep. £3. 

Stalybridge T.C.- 
Howard & Benson, architects, 88, Mosley<t., 
chester. Dep. 

*t+West Sussex C.C.—Police house, 
Bucks Green, Rudgwick, nr. Horsham. 
Chichester. 

MAY 1. 


Tavistock R.D.C.—Six houses at Mary Tavy 
Rossington & Fogden, — National Pro- 
vincial Bank-chbrs. Dep. £3 3s. 
MAY 5, 

*Reading. C.B.—Four houses at 
Caversham. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 
Rochdale.—36 dwellings at Ivor-st. 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


MAY 7. 

*Southend-onSea C.B.—Two doctors’ houses, one 
at Southchurch and one at Leigh-on-Sea. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1 ( 5 

MAY 8. 


*Berks ©.C.—Senior police officer’s house at (a) 
Pickler’s Hill, Abingdon; (b) Challow-rd., Wantage ; 
and (c) Wiltshire-rd., Wokingham. County A., 
Wilton-hse., Parkside-+d., Reading, Dep. £2 2s. 


(each). 
MAY 12. 
*Stepney B.C.—124 dwellings at Cornwall-st. 
A. Hudson, B.E. & 8, Dep 


13 houses at Hague Steps site, 
Man- 


office, etc., at 
County A., 


Briant-ave., 
estate. BS., 


site. 


£ 
 *§tocksbridge U.D.C.—16 aged persons’ dwellings. 


D. E. Robinson, 'S. 
MAY 13. 


*Chesham ay bungalows at Missenden- 


rd, site. L. Powell (F.),-architect, Norfolk-hse., 
Station-rd. tee. £2 28. 

*Oldham C.B.—30 bungalows at Fitton Hill estate. 
Cameron & Middleton, — quantity surveyors, 


21, Queen-st. Dep. £2 
MAY 14. 

Mere and Tisbury R.D.C.—Six houses at Mere. 
Bothams & Brown, architects, 32, Chipper-la., Salis- 
bury. Dep. £2 2s, 

Wakefield R.D.C.—34 houses at six sites. E. & 
S., Council Offices, 18, St. John’s North, Wakefield. 
Dep. £1 is. 

NO DATE, 

Leek R.D.C.—30 houses at Brown Edge. Edward 
Forshaw & Greaves, architects, The Old White 
Hart, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Dep. £1 Is. 

Malton U.D.C.—Four flats at Greengate. aad D. 
Channon, architect, Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

*North-East Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—Additional nurses’ accommodation at Til- 
bury and Riverside General Hospital, Sec.. lla, 
Portland-pl., W.1. 

Worsley U.D.C.—380 dwellings at Hill Top (Sharp- 
st.) site. HH. Lomax, Town Hall, Walkden, Man- 
chester. Dep. £2 2s 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 23. 


*Cardiganshire C.C. Gig) 
C.P. sch. G. R. Bruce, County A 


at Penparcau 
, Aberayron. 











RUBBER . 
FLOORING 


RUBBER STAIR 
COVERINGS 


AND 
LATEX-CEMENT FLOORS 


By 
RUBBALUX COMPANY 


LAYING SERVICE 
THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN 
Contractors to: 

Air Ministry . British Railways 
British European Airways 
County and Local Councils 
Regional Hospital Boar 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1. 
Telephone: SLOANE 4065/4021 


OUR NEW SUPER-HARD FLOORING TILES 
NOW SPECIFIED BY LEADING ARCHITECTS 
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MAY 10. 
*Uxbridge U.D.C.—External painting 
houses at Uxbridge and Hillingdon. H. 


Stripp, E. & S. 
MAY 12. 
*Slough B.C.—Painting exterior of 120 
houses at Elmshott-la. estate, Cippenham. 
MAY 15. 


‘Southampton C.B.—Internal painting, 
Bassett Green jun, sch. Boro’ A. p. 


to 216 
E. Y. 


(steel) 
B.E 


etc., at 
£1. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


APRIL 26. 
R.D.C,—Construction 
drains, etc., at three housing sites. 
architect, 18, Chalybeate-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 28. 

Bucks C.C.—Reconstruction, etc., of carriageway 
between Wendover and Rocky-la. C.S., County 
Offices, Aylesbury. ep. £2. 

Burnley C.B.—Asphailt surfacing of highways 
(Todmorden-rd.). B.E. & » 22-24, Nicholas-st. 
Dep. £1 1s. 

Chesterfield B.C.—1952 eurface dressing contract. 
B.E., Town Hall. 

Exeter T.C.—Laying~of rock asphalt non-skid 
surfacing on prepared concrete foundation at Bed- 
ford-st. City E. & S., Municipal Offices, 7, Southern- 
hay West. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 30. 

High Wycombe 8.C.—Carriageway surfacing at 
London-Fishguard trunk road No. 10 (A.40). B.E., 
Municipal Offices. 

Thurrock U.D.C.- 
Stdiford-le-Hope. E. 
ave., Grays, Dep. £2 


of roads, 


Aberystwyth A 
Council’s 


-Construction of trunk sewer at 
& S., Council Offices, Palmer’s- 
2s. 


MAY 1. 


Holywell U.D.C.—Making-up of Edward-ave. and 
Moor-la. Surveyor, Town Hall. 


MAY 3. 


Gillingham B.C.—Site preparation works at. Twy- 
dale and Haw Thorne estate. B.E. & S.., Municipal 
bldgs. Dep. £5 5s, 

MAY 5. 

Cardiff T.C.—Construction of roads and sewers at 
Llanrumney. City Surveyor, City Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Gower R.D.C.—(a) Construction of covered rein- 
forced concrete reservoir of 500,000 gallons capacity 
at Cefn Bryn, nr. Penmaen; and (b) supply and 
= ing of mains. E. &S&., 7, Us ands-cres., Swansea. 

ep. 

MAY 6. 

Melford ger a laying and jointing 
of pipes, etc., at / —— Faweett & 
Partners. consultant Seuleeens, Victoria-st., 
S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s, 

MAY 7. 

Warwick R.D.C.—Construction of sewers, etc., at 
Baginton, Stoneleigh and Tollbar End. nr. Coventry. 
J. D. & D. M. Watson, MM.I.C.E., consultant 
engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 
S.W.1. Dep. £5 5s, 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


City.—Dwe.incs.—Geoffrey C. H. Powell, 
A.R.I.B.A.. 16, The Little Boltons, S.W.10, has pre- 
pared plang for 312 dwellings at Golden-la., for 
City Corporation. 

Dartford,—Hovsss. aw F. Kirby, surveyor, Coun- 
cil Offices, West Hill, has prepared layout for 122 
houses in nine parishes. 

Enfield.—Snors anp F.iats.—Frank Lee, surveyor 

Little Park-gdns., has prepared layout for three- 
lene flats and shops at Nassau Cottages site, 
Hertford-rd. 

Ruislip.—F.ats.—U.D.C. surveyor, Oaklands Gate, 
Northwood, Middlesex, has prepared layout for 84 
flats at Haydon Hall-dr., Easteote. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


approved new R.C. church at 


Accrington.—T.C. 
for R.C. Diocese of 


Belgarth-rd. and Pollard-st. 
Salford. 

Belper.—R.D.C. to erect 66 houses at Allestree 
and 26 at Quarndon. 

Birkenhead.—B.C. approved plans for conversion 
of Manor Grange Children’s Home into flats 

Brighouse.—B.C. received approval, in principle, 
for five Shops and three flats at Stoney-la. estate; 
to erect 34 houses at Rastrick Field-la. site; 
approved plans for office building at 126, Rastrick 
Common for W. Lister; extension to — at 
Elland-rd. for Yorkshire Diecasting Co.. Ltd. ; 
saw sheds and offices at Lower Edge Quarries “or 
S. Gledhill & Sons, d. 

Bury.—E.C. seek approva] to commence infant 
esetian of proposed Wa!mersley C.P. school in 1952 
programme. 

Buxton.—R.C. community propose adaptation of 
the Empire Hotel as a sch. 
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Gaernarvon.—T.C. propose erecting further 12 
houses at Cae Mur estate and preparing plans for 
further 60 houses. 


Carlisie.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Moepital Brd. 
are to poranes with erection of ward block at ps 
me) City General Hospital. rd’s Divisional 

. Edgar, 1, Lonsdale-st., Carlisle 


puting —Johnston & Wright, architects, 13, 
Castle-st., have prepared plans for four-storey build- 
ing at Albert-st. and oo for Cumberland & 
Westmorland T. and A.F. Assn 


Carnforth.—_U.D.C. to prepare plans for erection 
of 2-bedroomed-type houses. 


Chelmsford.—S., Rural Counci| Offices, London-rd.., 
has prepared layout for 33 houses at Great 
Waltham. 

Corby.—P. Phipps & Co., Ltd., Sutaaanpten, pre. 
pose erection of hotel at Studfall-ave. and Tanfields- 
dr., to cost £25,000. Plans by F. C. J. Smith, Staff A. 


Coventry.—E.C. to include following schools in 
1952-3 programme, Subject to M.E. ere i 
Second instalment of Wainbody R.C. Bch., 

first instalment Broeéis, oe. sch., 
first inst. The Chance prim., £36,960 ; 
second inst. Howes prim. sch., £36,960; first inst. 

Deedmore-rd. prim., £36,000; T.C. to prepare plans 
for four blocks of shops and two-storey maisonettes, 
with single-storey shops between at Tile Hill Neigh- 
bourhood Unit (North). City Architect is Donald 
E. E. Gibson. 

Creok and Willington —U.D.C. propose to build 
22 — at Howden-le-Wear, at an est. cost of 
£31,000. _Council’s architects are T. Page, Son & 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 


Cumbertand.—Stephen Mann. 28. Lowther-st., 
Carlisle, is the architect for public hall for Orton & 
District’ Public Recreation Fund. 

Dewsbury and Brighouse.—B.C.s propose erection 
of joint crematorium. 

Dudiey.—B.C. approved layout for rt f 
Tansley Hil ealele” ene 

Dudiey.—Harvey & Wicks, architects, 117, Hagley- 
rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham. have prepared plans 
for home for aged at the Woodlands site. 

Durham.—T.C. has offered a site at Sunderland- 
td. to the Durham City Baptist Church for erec- 
tion of new church. 

Eastbourne.—Microcell, Ltd., 45, Tabernacle-st., 
qendon, E.C.1, are to build a ‘factory at Hampden 

ar 

Failsworth.—Old_ age pensioners’ assn. propose 
erection of recreation hall at Ashton-rd. West. 

Gateshead.—A new R.C. Church is to be built at 
Mill Way. Architect is R. Burke, Lambton-rd., 
Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—Chief A. to T.C. has prepared plans 
for two houses, one flat and garage at Shipcote-la. 

Gateshead.—Welfare Com. has decided to proceed 
with adaptation of three blocks at Bensham 
Hocpital, at an est. cost of £10,000. Plans by Boro’ 

k, Town Hall, 

Godaiming.—Boro’ 8S. has prepared layout for 40 
houses at Binscombe Farm estate. 

Gravesend.—Boro’ 8. has prepared layout for 69 
flats at Valley-dr. 

Heanor.—_U.D.C. to prepare estimates for seven 
shops at shes Farm estate. 

High Wycombe.—Oxford Reg. Hospital Brd., 43, 
janie rd., Oxford. propose erection of chest clinic 
at War Memorial Hospital. 

Hindley.—U.D.C. to prepare modified scheme for 
conversion of Sandy-la. Hospita] into bungalows. 

Hyde.—Imperial Chemical Industries, .Ltd., 
Sapthewsiote Division, Newton-rd., propose works 
extensions. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries, Ltd.. Hay- 
market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to carry out altera- 
tions to Rolling Mills Tavern. Plans by T. Coats, 
Staff A. 

Keighley.—T.C. propose erection of houses on a 
site at the east side of Airworth-rd. adjoining 
Colenso-rd. and Cornwall-rd., and erection of crema- 
torium at Oakworth Cemetery, £17,802. 

Leominster.—J. Brian Cooper, A., 177, Corpora- 
tion-st., Birmingham. has prepared plans for 44 
houses at Westfield Walk. 

Lewes.—S., Council Offices, Fisher-st., has pre- 
pared layout for 3% houses at Church-la. estate. 

Lindsey.—Cty. A., County Offices, Newland. Lin- 
coln, has prepared plans for schools at Coningsby, 
Gainsborough and Scunthorpe. 

Liverpoo!.—Regional Hospital 
scheme for adaptation of Park Hospital, 
ham Park, at est. cost of £34,630. 

Liverpool.—A. E. Shennan, A.. 17, North John-st., 
has Lae eer plans for new office 1g at 7, 
Harrington-st., for T. J. Smith & Son, Ltd. 

‘Longbenton.—U.D.C. S., A. E. steerer, has pre- 
pared plans for 70 houses at Fordley estate. 

Luton.—D. Napier & Son, Ltd., Eaton Green-rd., 
propose offices, laboratory, workshops, canteen, etc. 

Macclesfield.—Cheshire C.C. development plan 
provides for 1,200 houses at Weston estate, and 
1,900 at Red House Farm and Western-ave. estates 
during next five years. T.C. propose. new building 
for old age pensioners at Weston estate. 

Meriden.—A. H. Gardner & Partners, 


Board approved 
News- 


architects, 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
COPPER AND COPPER ALLOYS 


The Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan Sandys, has 
made an order adjusting the price of copper and copper 
alloy secondary and scrap metals, following the 
announcement by the Ministry of Materials of a 
£4 per ton increase in their virgin copper selling price. 

The order—The Copper Zinc, etc., Prices Order, 
1952, S.I. 1952, No. 729—increases the maximum 
controlled prices of secondary unwrought copper by , 
£4 per ton, copper scrap, gilding metal, and gun 
metal by £3 per ton, and cupro-nickel and brass by 
£2 per ton. It also consolidates and revokes the 
earlier non-ferrous metals prices orders. 

The order, which came into effect on April 8, 
is on sale at H.M.S.O., price 4d. 


SOLID CLINKER BLOCKS 


Owing to the further wage increases and holidays 
with pay in the precast concrete industry, together 
with the further increase in petrol costs, the National 
Federation of Clinker Block Manufacturers state 
that they have been forced to increase the price of 
clinker blocks. 

The new prices per yard super for solid clinker 
blocks as from April 1 are as follows :— 

Fixing 

Bricks 
: per 1,000 
9: Oe. a, 6H ee 


Thickness 2in. 2kin. Zin. 4in. 


London Area 
delivered 3 2 
ex works 2 9 
Surrey, Kent and 
Sussex 
delivered 3 4 3 
ex works 2 11 3 


140 0 


9445 6 
3 130 0 


3 
3 3 10. 4 10 


11 4 6 
5 40 











11, Eaton-rd., Coventry, have prepared plans for 50 
houses at Allesley, for R.D.C. 

_Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for reconstruc- 
tion of outbuildings and extensions si Rhodes 
Works, for Geigy Co., Ltd. Architect is B. Water- 
house, 134, Deansgate, Manchester. 12 houses at 
Three Pits-la, for Ashton Smethurst (Builders), 
Ltd., Suffield-st., Middleton; and layout for 128 
houses at Bowlee for Manchester T.C. 

Morpeth.—R.D.C. to build 28 houses at Lyne- 
mouth. Plans by the S., Dacre-st., Morpeth. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A., 18, Cloth-market, has 
prepared plans for 216 flats at Slatyford-la. (Sec. F). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A., 18, Cloth-market, has 
prepard plang for 125 houses at Kenton-la., Montagu 
estate. 

Ormskirk.—U.D.C. seek loan sanction of £37,656 
for 30 houses at Scott estate. 

Penrith.—_U.D.C. S., F. Birkbeck, has prepared 
plans for eight houses at Scaws estate, Penrith. 

Peterborough.—Wilcox, Ltd., Acland-st., propose 
factory extensions. 

Plymouth.—Y.M.C.A., 14, Elliot-st., "as erec- 
tion of five-storey building at Lockyer-s 

Plymouth.—City A. has prepared plans for 24 
— and 161 houses at Crownhill- 

otherham.—B.E.A. propose new ‘offices at East- 

eel Trading estate. 

Saddleworth—U.D.C. to erect 14 houses at Spring 
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Wood, Delph. Architects are Howard and Benson, 
88, Mosiey-st., Manchester. 


Salford.—Dorman and Smith, Ltd., propose large 
extensions to factory at Hampsonst. and West 
Duke-st. 

Settle—R.D.C. approved erection of changing 
quarters and committee for Ingleton F.C. 


Southampton.—Boro’ §., b ncaa Centre, has prepared 
iayout for 120 flats at Itchen 


South Moor.—M.B.C. Chastias. Ltd., Workington, 
are to carry out alterations to 
Arcadia Cinema. 


South Shields.—G. Smith & Partners, 7, Char- 
lotte-ter.. South Shictie’ ney wropared lans for 
garage ‘at. Gilbert-st., -for lythe.—Boro’ E., 
ohn Reid, has repared giak ia three- storey 
building at Green-la. to be used as clinic, library 
and offices for T.C 

Southwell.—_N.C.B. propose erection of 314 miners’ 
houses in rural area. 

Spalding.—A. & S., Council Offices, — prepared 
plans for old people's homes at Stonegate 
Stockport.—E.C. received approval for following 
schemes in 1952:—Improvements at Taxal Lodge 
Special ee sch.; new metal workshops at 
sec. Tech. sch. for Boys: Cty. sec. sch. for Girls at 
Offerton, and prim. sch. at nae Ye estate. E.C. 
approved extensions at Reddish R.C. sch. Plans 

approved for canteen building at, at ig 4 Buxton-rd. for 
Slumberland (Research), Lt houses and two 
shops at Keswick-rd. for H. T° Barnes & Sons, 
Ltd. ; engineering factory, offices, stores and garages 
at Heaton Mersey Railway Sidings for T. Storey (En- 
gineers), Ltd.; and new garage at Reddish-rd 


ag with Clare-rd. for Houldsworth Motors, 


Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout 
for bus station at John‘st. 

Stookton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A., 28, The Square, has 
prepared plans io" houses at. Darlington-la. and 


Durham-rd., for 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath, 
architects, Cheapside. Hanley, Stoke-on- oe have 
je ge ie plans for additions to foundry at ‘Long- 

for Billington & Newton, Ltd. 

Sunderiand.—S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Espla- 
nade, Sunderland, are the architects for proposed 
sage at Sunderland-st.—Marks & Spencer, ~_ 
are carry out redevelopment scheme at 7 

High-st. _West Sunderland.—The C.W.S. Arthitects’ 
Dept., 90, scram morland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
have prepa lans for shops and flats on vacant 
land eg ose ale-rd.—Newrick & Blackbell, John- 

., Sund ndorined, are the architects for alterations 
to commercial i oo Paley-st.—Bakery addi- 
tions are planned at 27. Stockton-rd., to plans 
by Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Faw- 
ag Sunderland.—G. Brown & Son, Faweett- 

Sunderland, are stiote for converting shop 
: ‘offices at Borough- rd. 

Sunderland. —T.C. is to ‘develop new housing 
estate of 250 acres, which will be known as_the 
Grindon Village estate. Layout plans have been 
prepared. by ro’ A., H Bishop, Grangethse., 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sutton Coldfield.—B.C. appointed Bridgewater and 
Coulton, Somerset-hse., Temple-st., gg > as 
quantity rye for 53 houses at Falcon Lodge 
estate, Le Basil E. Brassington, 160, Edmund-st.. 
Birmingham, quantity surveyor, for 47 houses at 
Falcon odge estate 

Swindon.—Boro’ E. has prepared layout for 151 
dwellings at Penhill estate. 

Tarvin.—R.D.C. grepete further four houses at 
Tilston and four at Ashton. 

Todmorden.—B.C. to lease three sites at Ashen- 
hutst to Herbert Hardy (Todmorden), Ltd., for 
housing developments. 

Tyldesley.—U.D.C. to sell site to Tyldesley Co- 
operative Society, Ltd., for erection of new reeves. 
and x. auth orities propose new chapel at 
Shakerley estate. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. to issue licences to J. Maunders 
& Son, Ltd., 554, Barton-rd.. for erection of 11 
houses, Albert Locke (1940). Ltd., 166, Barton-rd. 
for six houses; F. Parr, 28, te rd., for four 
houses; and Atherton and Williams, 119, Kingst., 
Stretford, for three houses. 

Wakefield.—T.C. to build four shops and two 
flats at Eastmoor estate and propose an extension 
and 20 flats at Flanshaw estate and 40 flats at 
Horbury-rd. and Gill Sike-rd. 

Wallsend.—M.H. & L.G. has approved acquisition 
by C.C. of 1.5 acres of land at Hign-st. East and 
Oak-gr.; for housing purposes. 

West. Bromwich.—Highway Ironfounders (West 
Bromwich), Ltd., Pheenix-st., propose erection of 
offices and pattern stores. 

Wirksworth.—U.D.C. to erect between 200 and 300 
houses at Derby-rd. site. 

Workington.—B.C. approved plans for alterations 
to shops at 19-21, Pow-st. for Freeman Hardy and 
Willis, Ltd., Queens-bldgs., Rutland-st., Leicester: 
and additional classrooms at Westfield Council 
sch. for W.R.C.C. 

Worsborough Dale.—Cty. A., Wakefield, has pre- 
Ly *- plans for extensions to sec. sch., at est. cost 

Worthing.—Boro’ S., Town Hall, has prepared lay- 
out for 34 flats at Mardale-rd. site. 
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TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance, 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

houses at Sileby, 

Leicester, £34,712. 


54 at Awsworth-la., 


Barrow-on-Soar (Leics).—22 
*Morton Potter, Ltd., Barkby-rd., 


Basford.—Houses for R.D.C.: 
Kimberley, *Vic Hallam, ita’ Langley Mill, 
£71,167, 46 at Larkfield East, Nuthall, *A. Sheldon 
& Sons, Ltd., Wentworth-st., Ilkeston Junction, 
£57,252. 

Basingstoke.—50 houses at South Ham: *Reema 
Construction, Ltd., Milford Manor, Salisbury. 


Birkenhead.—Houses at Woodchurch estate for 
B.C.: 99, *Lioyd and Cross, Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., 
Birkenhead, £163,716. 100, *Wm. Thornton & Sons, 
td., 38, Wellington-rd, Liverpool, £164,592 (re- 
vised tender). Conversion and adaptation of 
“Menlo” as an open-air school for E.C., *Geo. 
Birch & Son, 10a, Grosvenor-rd., £4,531 


Bolton.—Erection of houses for B.C.: 26 and 12 
flats at Hawthorne-rd. estate, *G. H. Pearse & Sons, 
Ltd., Darkey-st., Iton. 2 and 16 bungalows at 
Parkfield-rd, estate, *F. Pardon, Ltd., Glebe-st. 90 
flats and 34 houses at Oldhams estate, *Direct 
labour. Additional classrooms at St. Williams R.C. 
- E.C., *George and Beddows, Ltd., Valletts- 
a on. 


Cheadle (Staffs)—Houses for R.DC.: at 
Werrington, *Mr. J. E. Horton. off Park ‘Hall. rd., 
Weston Coyney, £8,560. 10 at Alton, *H. Mountford, 
Ltd., Sandon- rd., Creswell, Blythe a £15,572. 


Cheltenham.—42 houses for D.C. : *Selleck 
Nicholls & Co., Ltd., East Hill, st “Austell. 


Consett.—31 houses at Moorside, for U.D.C. Plans 
by J. J. Eltringham, Derwent-st., Blackhill: *C.T.C. 
(Builders), Ltd., Queen’s-rd., Blackhill. 


Daventry.—10 amg at Dolls Hill estate, Byfield, 
for R.D.C., *Haynes & Son (Daventry), Ltd. 


Daventry.—Houses at Braunston-rd. estate for 
T.C.: 6, *Branson and Jones, Ltd., Northampton, 
£8,242. 6, *Midland Builders. Ltd., Daventry, 
£5,395 and £2,768. 24, *Adkins and Cooper, Ltd., 
Staverton, Daventry, £20,246 and £10,007. 


Durham.—Erection of dining-hall and scullery at 
Winlaton cty. sch.: *Haverys, 38, The Side, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £7,468 


Durham.—Erection of cty. inf. Sch. 
Usworth: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., 
£44,000 

Edinburgh. —Extension to the college at Cham- 
bers-st., for The Governors of the rdon-Herriot- 
Watt College: *William Arnott, MacLeod & 
Ltd., Edinburgh. 

ree ae houses, Plodder-la. No. x aie. for 

: tE. F. Davis, Ltd., Farnworth, £53,590. 
pret he houses at The Cedars. - TC. 
H. J. Cook, Chief A., Municipal-bldgs.: *J. Clark & 
Son (New Seaham), ie Gregson- -ter., New 
Seaham, Co. Durham, £88 

Gateshead.—211 houses ry Wrekenton neighbour- 
hood unit, for T.C. . J. Cook, om a Munici- 
pal-bldgs., Gateshead: *A. V. Cler Sons, 
Frederick-st., Sunderland, £316,524 “Teubject to 
Ministry approval). 


Glasgow.—Extensions and additions to The Lamb- 
hill Ironworks offices and garage at Strachur-st., 
Balmere-rd., Possilpark. Henr: _ Daves, ‘A. Port: 
land-st., The Cross, Kilmarnoc *A. & F. Faill, 
Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Extensions to the St. Bernard’s jun. 
sec. sch. John MacNab (F.), A., 129, Bath-st., 
Glasgow, W.C.2 

Excavation, brick, building, joinery, carpentry, 
glazing, plaster, lathing, and_ allied works: *The 
Tarmac & Asphalting Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £22,389. 
Plumber, sanitary engineering ’and allied works : 
*William Fleming & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £9,145. 

Brookburn-rd. sen. sec. sch., Pollock (Site 8). 
Joinery, ae sg and allied works: *John 
Cochrane & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, £61,219. Roads, 
paths and allied Sto *Hugh Leggett, Ltd., Gilas- 
gow, £9,505. 

Glasgow. —Erection of the Church of St. Cathe- 
rine’s at Lomond-rd., North Balarnock. Reginald 
Fairlie & Partners (FF), architects, Ainslie-pl., 
Scr rg! -rd., Edinburgh. MacLarnen & White, 

R.L.CS., quantity surveyors. 

oo structural engineering and allied works: 
*Redpath, Brown & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*W. F. Collin, Glasgow. 

Roughcasting and other works: *Stuart Grano- 

*William 


lithic Co., Ltd., Edinburgh. 
Forsyth, Ltd., Palkir 
Plas *Robert Jolly 


at High 
Stockton, 


Co., 


Joinery. carpentry and allied works: 
Plaster, lathing and allied works: 
& Son, Ltd., Glasgow. 
Plumber, sanitary engineering and allied works: 
*Hugh Twaddle & Sons, Ltd.. Glasgow 


Heating, engineering and allied works: *Daylor & 
Frazer, Ltd,, Hillington. 


THE BUILDER 


Tile, terrazzo and allied works: *Toffolo, Jackson 
& Co., Lid., Glasgow. 

Special castings and fittings and allied works: 
*The Eastwood Specialists. 

Window casements and other fittings: 
Hope & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Works for the Cosperaten: 
Rankine, A.M.Inst.C.E., a 
Works Office, 
Greenoc 
Resurfacing work at Cumberland-rd. : 
mer & Trinidad Lake Asphalting Co., 
gow, £6,509 

Site preparation works at the Cottonrow housing 
site: *The ree Building Contractors, Ltd., 
Edinburgh, £11,6 

Reconstruction works at Cumberland-rd.: *Green- 
ock writ a Direct Labour (Streets) Depart- 
ment, £5,500 

Hebburn.—Alterations and additions to offices, 
etc., at Hedgeley-rd., for Pyrotenax Co., Ltd. 
Consultant engineer is R. W. Raine, 8, Mosley-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Demolition & Construction 
Co., Ltd., London, W.C.1. 
Hitchin.—50 “‘ Wates” 
U.DS. District S., Anthony 


*Henry 


Robert L. 
Master of 
Wallace-sq., 


*The Lim- 
Ltd., Glas- 


Municipal-chbrs., 


houses at Purwell fe 


King, A.R.LCS 


*Wates, Ltd., 1258- 1260, London-rd., Norbury, S.W.16. 
£71,865. 


llkeston.—Houses for B.C.: 52, *F. Sisson & Sons, 
Ltd., 32, Cromford Way. Langley Mill. 24, *F 
Perks & Son, Ltd., Bridge-st., Long Eaton. 

Jarrow.—Factory alterations at Tyne-st., for 
Jarrow Metal Industries, Ltd.: *Bewley & Scott, 
Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne, £4,970. 

Keighley.—32 houses at Swine-la. eState for T.C.: 
*F. W. Heaton (Builders), Ltd., Keighley, £45,360. 
22° at Calver-ave. estate, *Ernest Turner, Ltd., 
Keighley, £30,824 

Leeds.—252 flats at Swinnow, Beckett Park and 
Moortown estates for T.C., *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London, £356,000. 

Litherland.—82 houses and 
Netherton Park estate, for U.D.C.: 
& Sons, Ltd., 666a, Liverpool-rd., Ainsdale. 

Liverpool. —Works for Reg. Hospital Brd.: Addi- 
tional accommodation for nurses at Walton 
Hospital, *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd.. Roscoe-st., 
Liverpool, £7,489. Formation of, E.N.T. Unit at 
Clatterbridge General Hospital,. *Stott and Ward, 
Ltd.. 2a, Charlesville, Claughton, Birkenhead, 
£8,996. 

{London (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty :-— 

Potterhill, Paisley : 62 fe ig including site works, 
Charles Johnson, Ltd., 35, St. James-st., Paisley 
Rosyth: 10 houses, pt nd site works, A. 
McAllister & Son, Dean-rd,, Bo’ness, Westlothian. 
including site works, William Arnott 
; Ltd., Russell-rd., Edinburgh, 11. 
GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 

y Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 


Devonport : Workshop (superstructure), Wakeham 
Bros., Ltd., Knighton-rd., Plymouth. 


18 bungalows at 
*R. J. Barton 


48 houses, 
McLeod & Co 











FOR 
PLATE & SHEET 


GLASS 


SUPPLIES 


IT MUST BE 


AYGEE 


for 
IMMEDIATE SERVICE 


Phone 
: AYGEE LTD., LONDON, S.E.1 


WaATerloo 6314 
(10 lines) 











607 


{London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over placed bv Directorate of Contracts 
& Co., Ms. Em 


for week ended Apri! 5:— 
agin 
Ltd., Londo 


Building work: Leslie & 
Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
(Builders), Ltd., Slough, Bucks. , yt 
ance work : W. Wigham’& Son, Sunderland; Orchard 
& Peer, Stroud, Glos; W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts. 

London (L.C.C.).—Painting and cleaning the Har- 
grave Park sch., Islington, *Knifton’s Contractors, 
Ltd., Hope- yard, Langhedge-la., Edmonton, N.18, 
and not as published in our issue of Apri! 11. 


London (M.0.W.).—Contracts oe by 
M.O.W. during week ended April 5. 

London: Amherst Telephone Exchange, Paragen- 
rd., Hackney, extension, Holland & Hannen and 
Cubitt, Ltd.; 258, Grays Inn-rd.. W.C.1; Belgrave 
House, King’s Cross, new canteen, William Willett, 
Ltd., Sloane-sq., 8.W.1. Herefordshire : Min. of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, Litley-court, Hereford, 
adaptations and scent. Bayley Bros. (Hereford), 
Ltd., Catterall-s Hereford. Huntingdonshire: 
Fenstanton, aaatiile of telephone repeater station, 
Coulson & Son, Ltd., 37, St. Andrew’s-st., Cam- 
bridge. Staffordshire: National Health Insurance, 
Willenhall-st., Wolverhampton, interior and exterior 
painting, Cornilius Green and Porter, Hagley-rd., 
Stourbridge. 


London (War Dept.).—Works psattarte laced b 
W.D. during week ended April 5.— 4 . 
Leicestershire: Miscellaneous, 
Leicester. Nottinghamshire : 
corating, Singleton Decorators, Ltd., Doncaster. 
Yorkshire: Miscellaneous, Myton, Ltd., Hull. 
Anglesey : Roadwork, Neuchatei Asphalt Co., Ltd. = 
Manchester ; building work, John McGeoch & Sons, 
Ltd., Kirby. Merioneth: Roadwork, Shepherd 
(Rochdale), it. Rochdale. Wiltshire: Painting, 
Ben D. Gibbs & Sons, Ltd., Newport, Mon.; mis- 
colisneows. —— Rudman and Bent, Ltd., 
ulfor am edf ordshire iscellaneous, olts 
(Bedford), Lid., Bedford. — 


Sussex: Miscellaneous, G. F. Baldwin, Kemsing, 
Kent; Miscellaneous, W. Bensted & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Maidstone ; Miscellaneous, S. C. 
Williams & Co., Ltd., Wallington. Surrey : Miscel- 
laneous, S. C. Williams & Co., Ltd., Wallington ; 
Miscellaneous, A. % Wait & Co., Ltd’, Wallington: 
Building work, Edwards & Co. (Whyteleafe), 
Ltd., Kenley; Building work, Henry T. Hill & Son, 
Ltd., Brookwood. 

Kose : Miscellaneous, S. Cronin & Son, Litd., 
Brentwood; Hutting, Whyatts (Builders). Ltd., 
London, S.W.12, Berkshire: Miscellaneous, Wallage 
Bros., Ashford, Middx. London: Miscellaneous, 
Ferris Bros., Acton, Midd 

Ludiow.—16 houses. 
*John Bromley & 
Stretton, £22,100 
. ber ay a houses at aw egy for R.D.C. Plans 
y G lannon, / A., and antities 
4 ee, 7s. — — 

umley, Slingsby 17,547 
*R. Hudson, Malton ... ~ ee 


Middlesbrough.—Erection of “Methodist Sunday- 
sch. at Thorntree yoy *William Clark & Co., 
Thornaby-on-Tees, £12 


ulaatteeatenesaienaiins and improve- 
ments to premises at Higham- pl. for United 
Chemical Engraving Co., Ltd.: *Urban Develop- 
ment Co., Ltd., The Side, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 


stengnstiogn Pena. —Six houses at Tantobie-rd. ; 
10 at Warwickshall-walk ; and 54 at Rothley-ave. : 
*J. T. Bell & Sons, Northumberland- pl., Newcastle. 


Rewcastle-on-Tyne.—Conversion of Moorlands, 
Elmfield-rd., into residential hostel, for E.C. George 
Kenyon, City A., 18, Clot)- market, Newcastle: 
*Ralph Bowey & Son, Back Raby-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £13,759. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —1,000 multi-storey flats at 
Longbenton, for T.C. George Kenyon, City A., 18, 
Cloth-market, Newcastle: tSir Robert McAlpine & 
Sons, Ltd., Star-bldgs., Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

Notts. —Following for C.C.: Alterations at Kirby- 
in-Ashfield Mowlands Sch., *A. Mason (Contractors). 
Ltd., Sutton-rd., Mansfield, £19,982. Phase 3 of 
Beeston Roundhill Jnr. Giris’ Sch.. ty aa & Son, 
Lid., Regent-st., Beeston, Notts. £18 

Portsmouth.—111 flats at King’ead.: 
Bros., Ltd., Westfield-rd., Gosport. 

Shardiow.—10 houses at Mistew Way, Chellaston, 
for R.D.C.: *A. T. Winfield (Chaddesden), Ltd., 
589, Nottingham: rd., Chaddesden, £10,998. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of drill hall and offices at 
Shaftesbury-st.: *Thomas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Greens. 
end, S.E.18. 

Skipton.—l2 houses and 16 flats at Chapel-la., 
Steeton, for R.D.C.: *E. Turner & Sons, Ltd. 

South Shields.—30 houses at Harton Downhill. for 
ein *G. Bailey, Ltd., King-st., South Shields, 


the 


Percy Beck, Ltd., 
Painting and de- 


Sandpite-rd. site, for T.C., 
Sons, 74, Watling-st., Church 


*Hawking 


nnymoor.—60 houses at Kirk Merrington, for 

U. rio *J. Parsons (Builders), Ltd., ngton-ter., 
New Lambton, Houghton-le- Spring, Co. Durham. 

Stockport.—52 houses at Thornleyla. estate: 
*G. A. Bomas & Co., Ltd., Ungard-la., Brinning- 
ton, Stockport. 

Stocknort.—6 police houses at Swythamley for 

.: *Cormack & Co. (Lancs), Lid., £8,445. 
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Stoke-on-Trent.—Houses for T.C. at 


Farm, Bucknall: 36, 
£47,884. 9, *Direct labour, £130,376 
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FE mn ses at Harpfields estate: 20, *H. W. Cart- 
edges, oi. £28,212. 62, *H. Brereton & Sons, Ltd., 
} *J. W. Walton, Ltd., £21,928. 
Honses “1 Tarts Farm estate: "4. Y¥. 
Shenton, Ltd., *Morgan Ruilding Co., 
ise. £25,822. *G. S Minehull & Co, Ltd., £56,414. 
*Shentons, ita. £17,758. at Bartho,omew- rd., 
Meir *L. Bates, Lid., £38,031. All of Sto 
Surbiton.—33 houses at Chessington i Park 
oat: ore. B. Ellmer, Ltd., 13, White Hart-la., 
-W.13. 


Suttonsin-Ashfield.—51 houses at Carsic-la. for 
U.D.C., *M. D. Sweeney and Palmer, Ltd., As sey, 
Notts, £69,010. 14 flats and 11 maisonettes at 
End, *T. A. Herrod & Co., Ltd., Sutton, 238,883, 

Swansea.—Extensions to Mettoy mouths Swansea 
Trading Estate, for Wales & Bremesthg ire Indus- 
trial pas Tid. Architects, H. A. Ellis & Son, 
F./L,R.1.B.A., 6, Wind-st., Swansea. Quantity sur- 
vovOre. “Sir” William Baird & Partners, 7, Catherine- 

Westminster, 8.W.1, in saiiaiatiies’ with B. 
Bilis F.R.LC. 2, la Beche-st., Swansea : 
*James Crosby “& Sons, Ltd., 59, Queen’s-gdns., 
Lancaster Gate, W.2, 

Swansea.—New remises at Garden-st. and 
Wellington-st. for Globe & ae, Lid. Archi- 
tects, H. A. Ellis & Son, F./L.R 6, Wind-st., 
Swansea. Quantity surveyor, B, W. Ellis, F.R.LCS., 
2. De la Beche-st., Swansea: Ernest Williams 
(Contractors), Argyle Works, Richardson-st., 
Swansea. 

Swansea.—Rebuilding of Nos, 229-230, High-st. for 
Morrisons Associated Companies, Ltd. Architects, 
H. A. Ellis & Son, F./ R.LB.A., 6, Yaee. 
Swansea. Quantity surveyor, B. W. Ellis, F.R.L.C.S8 
2, De la Beche-st., Swansea: tE. Turner & Sons, 
Ltd 31, Walter- rd., Swansea. 

Swansea.—New premises for Swears & pele. Ltd., 
at Oxford-st. Architects, H. A. Ellis & Son, 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
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Aprit 18 1952 


F./L.R.1.B.A., 6, ‘“Wind-st., Swansea, tg med 
surveyor, B, Ww. ‘Ellis, "FRLCS 2, De la Beche- 
st., {Bennett Bros, pee Rf Lid., 
Heathfield Works, Carlton-terr., Swansea. 

Swansea.—Alterations and additions at Uplands- 
cres. for C. K. ry ews, Lid. Architect, C. A. 
Hughes, L.R.1.B.A., 51, Walter-rd_, 
Quantity surveyor, B. W. Ellis, F.R.LCS 
Beche-st., Swansea: tGriff. Davies & Co., 
Yard, Swansea, 

Tamworth.—72 houses and 28 maisonettes at, Gill- 
way estate for T.C., *Drury & Co., Ltd., Leicester, 
£131,878. 

Weta terete at Moreton R.C. Sch. for 
E.C., *W. H. Roberts & Son, Pensby, Heswall Hill, 
Wirral, £5,979, 

Walsall.—Housing for B.C.: 24 flats at Holtshilla. 
and Persehouse-st., *J. E. Mol lyneux & Son, Ltd., 
Bath-st., Walsall, £45,555. 22 houses at Central-dr. 
Extension, Dudley Fields estate, *F. A. and H. 
Taylor, Croxstall- a Bloxwich, £29,082 

Westminster.—80 flats and ancillary works at 
Churchill-gdns. for City Council. *Gee, Walker and 
Slater, Ltd., £172,085 (revised tender). 
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| 
THE ESSEX STEEL YA 
SCAFFOLDING C2L2 


SALES,HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 50622 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 























GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
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LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
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Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexley Heath 5653-4 
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